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Objectives: 
At the end of the unit you will be able to:

Interpret oral and written English language related to geography, 
weather, means of transportation and lifestyle, by listening to and 
reading authentic sources.

Produce spoken and written English language discourse related to 
weather, geography, regional food, transportation, health and life 
style in El Salvador by using specific vocabulary and structures.

Value the importance of learning English to communicate with others 
and share information about places in El Salvador.

THE ENVIRONMENT IN 
EL SALVADOR

Unit 2
ENGLISH



VERSIÓN PRELIMINAR

In this unit you will learn how to talk about topics related to El Salvador such as the weather, typical food, 
common health problems, and transportation.  You will also learn about environmental issues such as pollution, 
deforestation, natural disasters and environmental policies. 

In the Unit 2 project, you will learn how to investigate, develop and execute an environmental project in your own 
neighborhood.  The project will be called “My community project”.  In this project you will learn all of the steps that 
need to be taken in order to develop your own small project that will help the environment in your community.  At 
the end of this project you will not only have made a small and meaningful difference to the environment within 
your community but you will also have learned how to implement a community development project.
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Unit Two Lesson 1           
HOw IS THE wEATHER?

Getting started!

Achievement indicators
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How is the weather in El Salvador?  Has it always 
been the way it is now?
Is there any difference in the weather between the 
mountains and the beach?
Where would you like to live, at the beach or in the 
mountains? 

I can discriminate comparative and superlative forms of adjectives in 
diverse audio material.
I can use “be supposed to” correctly in conversations related to 
seasons and weather.  

Conversation and more   
Listen to and read the conversation between the farmer 
and his wife. What are they talking about?       

A:   I am worried.  This dry season is hotter than the 
last dry season, and it hasn’t rained a drop in           
months, Mary.                                                                                                  

B: Yes, that is true.  I feel like this is the hottest dry 
season we have had in the past ten years, but didn’t 
it rain last month?                                                                                                

A: It did rain last month, but the rainfall was only half 
of the monthly average.             

B: Oh.  That is bad.                                                                                                         
A: That’s right.  It’s really bad.  Let’s hope that it gets 

better soon or we are going to have the worst 
harvest ever.                                                                                                   

B: It does look like it’s going to be an ongoing thing 
that would get worse each day.               

A: Yeah.  If it doesn’t rain, it’s going to get critical.                                                                        
B: Let’s go inside and read what the newspaper says 

about this week’s weather.  

Activity 1
Decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1. This dry season is not as hot as the last dry season.
2. According to the wife, it hasn’t rained in months. 
3. The farmer is worried about the situation.
4. The harvest is at risk.  
5. They had worse dry seasons in the past ten years.
6. The farmer’s wife suggested turning on the radio.

Glossary:
Drought: a shortage of rainfall.
On going: an expression that means that something is going to last a long time and 
there is not end in sight.

Harvest: the act or process of gathering a crop. 
Risk: the possibility of harm or loss. 

I can successfully scan an article for specific information. 
I can show contrast between written ideas and opinions with 
grammatical accuracy.      
I can use pre-writing strategies before a writing task.        
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Language in use
To compare two things comparatives are used.  
Example:  The department of Usulutan is hotter than the department of Santa Ana.
To compare more than two things superlatives are used.
Example:  El Pital is the highest mountain in El Salvador.

Adjetives Comparative Superlative
One syllable ending with “e” 

Wide, fine, cute Wider than, finer than, cuter than The widest, the finest, the cutest
One syllable ending with consonant, vowel, consonant

Hot, big, fat Hotter than, bigger than, fatter than The hottest, the biggest, the fastest
One syllable

Light, neat, fast Lighter than, neater than, faster than The lightest, the neatest, the fastest
Two syllables ending with “y”

Happy, silly, lonely Happier than, sillier than, lonelier than The happiest, the silliest, the loneliest
Two syllables or more not ending in “y”

Modern, interesting More modern than, more interesting than The most modern, the most interesting

Activity 2
Look at the picture and fill in the blanks to the following 
statements using comparatives or superlatives.

1.   Daniel is __ than Raul.  (short)

2.   Oscar is the __.  (short)

3.   Raul is the __.  (thin)

4.   Daniel is __ than Oscar.  (thin)

5.   Oscar has the __ clothes.  (colorful) 
6.   Oscar is __ than Joe.  (heavy)

7.   Raul is the __.  (light)

8.   Daniel is __ than Raul.  (happy)

9.   Raul is the __.  (mysterious) 
10.  Daniel is __ than Raul.  (energetic)

Activity 3
Unscramble the words to make complete sentences.                                                     

1.   is/ much/  the/ smaller/ than/ El Salvador/  
United States

2.   biggest/ El Salvador/ city/ in/ is/ the/  San Salvador 
3.   beautiful/ is/ Lempa/ River/ more/ Acelguate/ 

River/  than/ the
4.   hottest/ the/ San Miguel/ is/ department/ El 

Salvador/ in
5.   smallest/ Cuscatlan/  in/ El Salvador/ is/ 

department/ the

The correct use of the comparative and superlative forms is a key 
ingredient to express opinions.  An example of this is, “I think 
John is happier now than a year ago.” or “Could you open the 
window, please? It’s getting hotter in this room by the minute.”

What for?
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Time to read
Read the following paragraphs.  Look up any new words 
in a dictionary.

El Tunco is about fifty miles from the capital of  El Salvador.  
It is quiet and not as crowded as La Libertad Port.  It has 
beautiful, black volcanic sand beaches.  When we arrived 
on Sunday morning, the beach was packed with families 
enjoying the warm weather.  It was hotter in El Tunco 
than in San Salvador.  We  stayed at a nice, quiet hotel 
with beautiful grounds and a pool.  We spent our time 
in El Tunco relaxing on the beach, lying in hammocks, 
swimming in the Pacific Ocean, and watching surfers ride 
waves throughout the day.  Playa El Tunco truly is amazing.  
It was hard to leave this beautiful place.  

We arrived in El Pital mid afternoon on a Saturday.  Our 
motorcycle could not take us to the top of the mountain 
and we happily hiked the last mile.  It was lusher and 
greener than Zacatecaluca.  There were flowers that we 
had never seen before.  When the sun started to go down, 
we found a small cabin where we could spend the night.  
It was built on the side of the mountain.  Even though it 
was cold outside, we decided to have dinner in an outdoor 
restaurant.  We were so high up that clouds surrounded our 
table.  It was a great way to celebrate our anniversary.  

Activity 4

Planting trees is a great way to help with 
reforestation.  The best part about planting fruit 
trees is that they also provide food to local human 
and animal life. 

What for?

Answer the following questions by scanning the readings  for 
specific information. 

1.   What are the names of the places that were visited?

2.   Which place out of the two is colder?

3.   How far did the travelers have to hike to get to the 
top of El Pital?

4.   Did El Tunco have black volcanic sand beaches?

5.   How did the travelers describe the beach at Playa  
El Tunco?

 
6.   Did the travelers sleep in a hotel or in a cabin at   

El Pital?
 
7.   Where did the travelers celebrate their anniversary?

As a pre-writing strategy, write a list of places in 
your community that you enjoy visiting.  Examples 
could be a school, church, lake or park.  Look at 
the list that you have written and consider where 
you could plant fruit trees. Try to use comparative 
and superlative descriptions to explain the reasons 
why the location you have chosen is the best for 
planting fruit trees. 

Hands on! 2A

Glossary:
Crowded and packed: share a similar meaning of full or overfilled.
Grounds: a field or place of action.

Lush: an adjective to describe an abundance of green plants and flowers.
Scan: read over quickly while looking for key words.
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Language in use 
“Supposed to be” can be used to mean “it is said/believed.”                                                                                  

Examples:  He is supposed to have been rude to  
  Mark, but I don’t believe it.                

   This is supposed to be the best   
  restaurant in town.  

“Supposed to be” can also be used to talk about what is 
arranged, intended or expected.  It is a lot like “should”.

Examples:  I’m supposed to be at work by eight  
  o’clock.

   It is supposed to be rainy tomorrow. 
   December is supposed to be cooler  

  than March.  

Often there is a suggestion that the action “supposed to” 
happen does not actually happen.

Examples:   You were supposed to call me last night.
   I am supposed to be at a meeting right now.

“Not supposed to” often suggests that something is not 
allowed or it is prohibited.

Examples:   You’re not supposed to smoke in here.
   I’m not supposed to tell you what she said.
   We are not supposed to use the internet  

  for personal reasons while at  work.

“Suppose” can also be used as a conjunction to mean 
“what if ”. Notice that the verb which follows it is 
sometimes, but not always, put “more in the past”.                                                                                 

Example:   Suppose we go get breakfast today   
  before we arrive for work?                                                                         

Complete the following situations using “supposed to”. Use the 
clues in parenthesis.  Follow the example below.

Example:   After every meal.  (Brush your teeth)
Answer:     After every meal you are supposed to brush  
          your teeth.  

1. When the sky looks dark and cloudy. (Umbrella)

2. If you have the flu. (Rest and drink juice)

3. When you are lost in the city. (Ask for directions) 
4. When you have an exam. (Study)

5. When the weather is super hot. (Drink a lot of liquids)  

Complete the following sentences by filling in the blanks.  Use 
the words below. 

1.   The bus drivers are not supposed to __.  
2.   My mom is supposed to __ me in an hour.  
3.   You are supposed to __ at work by nine in 
 the morning.  
4.   Imposible Park is supposed to be one of the best __ 

parks in El Salvador.  
5.    He is supposed to come __this afternoon.  
6.   Vegetables are supposed to be cheaper at the __ 

than in the supermarket.  
7.   Excuse me, Sir, but this is the __ room. You are not 

supposed to be here.  
8.   You are not supposed to take too much __ with 

you when you travel.  

be home speed

natural money call

ladies market

Activity 5

Activity 6
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Enrich your vocabulary
Study the following adjectives used to describe 
geography and weather. Look up any new words in   
a dictionary.
 
Geography adjectives
high    lush
deep    vast
rocky    barren
arid    fertile
fresh    slippery
flat    hilly

Weather adjectives
sunny    hot
windy    cold
dry    clear
chilly    crisp
pleasant    frigid
cozy

Activity 7
Write the comparatives for the following adjectives describing 
geography. 

high lush deep vast
rocky barren arid fertile
fresh slippery flat hilly

Activity 8
Think about the weather throughout the year. Write sentences 
using the superlative form of the adjectives given below. 
Example: April is the hottest month of the year.

sunny hot windy

dry  clear chilly

Activity 9
Choose the letter that best answers for each question.                                                                                          

1.   Which volcano is higher?                                                                                                                                        
 A. the San Salvador Volcano                
 B. the Santa Ana Volcano                                                                        

2.  Which city has a bigger population?
 A. San Vicente                                     
 B. Soyapango

3.   Which department is colder?
 A. Cuscatlán                                         
 B. San Miguel                                                                                                    

4.   Which beach is closer to San Salvador?                                                                                                                   
 A. La Libertad                                       
 B. Costa del Sol                                                  

Write sentences based on the clues given below.                                                             

1.   San Salvador, San Vicente and Cojutepeque   
 (busy, in EL Salvador)                                                                 
2.   April and September  (dry)                                              
3.   El Pital mountain and La Libertad beach  (cold)                                                                      
4.   The Santa Ana, San Miguel and San Salvador 

volcanos (high, in El Salvador)                                                                        
5.   Chalatenango and San Vicente  (big)

Activity 10
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Time to read

I just got back from vacation last week with my family.  
We live in San Salvador.  Last year we went to a popular 
beach in La Libertad but this year we decided to go to a 
more peaceful place where we could be in contact with 
nature.  La Libertad, is definitely closer and a lot of fun, 
but our new vacation spot is richer in history and the 
streets are paved with cobblestones.  It also has a colonial 
style church that faces the plaza where people sell artisan 
souvenirs.  There is a manmade lake not too far from the 
church.  I was really surprised at how big it is.  To my eyes, 
it looked like one of the biggest lakes in El Salvador.  My 
family and I decided to rent a boat and take a trip to the 
island and order coconut drinks while watching birds.  
For lunch we went back across the lake to an outdoor 
food court that served delicious lunches for less than five 
dollars.  After lunch we sat on the benches that lined the 
lake and watched the fishermen hard at work.  It was the 
most relaxing vacation that I have had in many years.    

I had the best vacation ever!  My family and I won a four 
day stay to an all inclusive hotel.  We were treated like 
royalty.  It was a long trip to get there, but once we arrived 
we were offered back massages on the beach.  Afterwards, 
we decided to go to the restaurant and order dinner.  I 
was so relieved that we did not have to pay because the 
price for a plate of food were no less than seventeen 
dollars.  The food was extraordinary.   My parents decided 
to go to sleep, but I wanted to dance. I was happy to see 
that they had a dance club that was open until late.  It was 
full of people, and loud music played nonstop.  I danced 
every night that I was there.  This vacation was a lot         
 of fun!  

Answer the following question about the previous descriptions.

1.   Where did the people go for vacation?
2.   Which vacation spot was quieter and more relaxing?
3.   Which vacation spot has more expensive food on 

the menu?
4.   Which of the places is closer to San Salvador?
5.   Which vacation spot is richer in history?

Be aware that there are some irregular adjectives that 
do not follow any rules.  You have to memorize them!  
Here are the two most common ones:  
Adjective                     Comparative             Superlative
  good                better than                        the best      
   bad              worse than                         the worst

Don’t forget!

Glossary:
Richer: to have an abundant supply.
Cobblestones: rounded stones used to make roads.
Manmade: made by humans.

Souvenirs: items kept for remembrance.
Royalty: a person of rank and royal lineage such as a king or queen.  

Activity 11

Read the descriptions about the vacations of two different students.  Try to guess where they went.  
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Activity 12
Write adjectives to describe the pictures below, and then match 
them with their opposites. 

 A. cold

dry hot clear
sunny high  

Situations Expectations and 
advice

1 If you go in the 
low season,

A you’re supposed to 
be there to help. 

2 When you go to 
the beach,

B you’re supposed 
to wear warm 
clothes.

3 If somebody lends 
you money,

C you’re supposed 
to call the police.

4 If you go to El Pital, D you’re supposed 
to smile back.

5 when a friend of 
yours needs help,

E you’re supposed 
to take a bathing 
suit.

6 If you get into an 
accident,

F prices are 
supposed to be 
cheaper.

7 When you are at 
a meeting,

G you’re supposed 
to pay it back 
soon.

8 when somebody 
smiles at you,

H you’re supposed 
to turn your cell 
phone off.

Activity 13

Lesson core

In this lesson, new vocabulary was introduced 
to help you accurately describe the weather and 
also compare and contrast places in El Salvador 
by using superlative and comparative forms of 
adjectives. After studying lesson one, you can also 
correctly use the form of “be supposed to” in daily 
conversations and express your expectations. 
In addition, you can effectively scan articles for 
specific information.  The unit project has taught 
you how to use pre-writing strategies such as 
making lists. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

B. wet                                                                

C. flat                                                                                                                                

D. cloudy                               

Match the following situations with the appropriate 
expectations and advice.
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THE VESUVIUS VOLCANO

 On the morning of August 24, 79 A.D. the 
Vesuvius Volcano erupted with a loud noise.   
Smoke, mud, flames and burning stones flew 
from the top of the mountain.  The ash and 

rock landed in the countryside. The mud went 
down the volcano and covered the farms and 

fields.  The poisonous gases  caused people to 
get deathly sick. The victims couldn’t breathe.                                                                                               

Some people of Pompeii tried to escape by waiting 
inside their homes. They thought it would be safe.   

Unfortunately, the people that did not escape in time 
were either killed by falling  buildings, poisonous 

gas, or simply buried by the rapidly falling ash. Their 
bodies and the city of Pompeii were quickly covered 

by more than 30 feet of the volcano’s materials. 

Answers:

Choose the letter or letters that best answer each question or statement.
Which of the following adjectives does 
not describe weather in El Salvador?
a) sunny  
b) cold              
c) dry         
d) freezing 

Choose the best adjective to describe 
the month of September in El Salvador.
a)  dry       
b) windy         
c) snowy            
d) rainy  

Which of the following is the 
comparative form for the word “cold”?
a) more cold   
b) the most cold   
c) colder 
d)  more colder

If you are planning on spending your 
vacation in a place with a hot climate__ .
a) you’re not supposed to go there  
b) you’re supposed to wear    
 summer clothes.
c) you’re supposed to come early 
d) you’re supposed to wear boots

1. b, d   2.d      3.c         4.b

Glossary:
Flames: the part of the fire that glows with gas.
Mud: the mixture of dirt with water.
Poisonous: something that is deadly.

Ash:  the thin, black substance left behind after something has been burned.
Frozen: motionless or not  changeable. 



VERSIÓN PRELIMINAR

Unit Two Lesson 2           
Getting started!

Achievement indicators
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wHAT ARE THE MAjOR SOuRcES 
Of POLLuTION?

What are different types of pollutants and their effects 
on the environment?  
How much pollution is generated by humans?
What is the greenhouse effect?  
What is water pollution, and how does it affect the              
people of El Salvador?

I can successfully identify vocabulary related to pollution in          
different sources.  
I can effectively scan papers and online articles for specific information 
on environmental issues. 
I can write a 3-paragraph composition, on protecting my health and 
environment with coherence and correct grammar structure.   

I can respectfully express opinions about pollutions during                
group discussions. 

Conversation and more   
Listen to and read the conversation below. Look up any 
new words in a dictionary.

A: I can’t stand this situation! Every morning while I 
wait for the bus, I breathe in fumes from all of the 
passing vehicles.                                                                                                                

B: Tell me about it. I’ve been here for the past forty-
five minutes, and I feel like I have smoke in 

 my lungs, Mary.                                                                                                                           
A: I wish I could do something to change this 

problem.  It would be nice if the city made laws on 
the amount of carbon dioxide that cars are allowed 
to emit.                                                                                                                         

B: Yeah. That would be great. I think there are laws, 
but no one enforces them.                                                                                                                          

A: Really?  Wow!  I didn’t know that, Jose.                                                                                                                                      
B: Look! Is that our bus coming?                                                                                      
A: Yes, it is, with a cloud of black smoke following 

behind it.  Man!                                                              
B: Hold your breath and get on.  It’s our only option! 

Activity 1
Answer the following questions about the conversation 
between Mary and Jose.           

1. Why is Mary upset?                                                                                                                 
2. Is Jose okay with the problem? How do you know?
3. What should be the solution to the problem 

according to Mary?                                                    
4. Why is she surprised at Jose’s response to her solution?                                                                                
5. Can you relate to this conversation?  How?

Glossary:
I can’t stand: commonly used to express that one is tired of a situation or circumstance. 
Fumes: the gases that are released from an engine as a waste product.
Carbon dioxide: the most important greenhouse gas produced by humans.

Tell me about it: a common expression used when the receiver of the information 
has already experienced what the talker is referring to.
Emit: release or produce.
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Enrich your vocabulary
Pollution is the action of environmental contamination 
with manmade waste.
Look at the list of pollutants caused by humans.  

 smoke stacks: Smoke produced by industrial 
installations.  

 oil spills: Accidents when big amounts of oil are 
spilled. They happen when drilling, piping or  
shipping oil. 

 chemical waste: The waste of products made from 
harmful chemicals.  

 raw sewage: Untreated waste materials.
 trash:   Worthless or discarded material or objects.
 fertilizers: Product usually made from chemicals 

used to help plants grow and produce. 
 landfills: A method of solid waste disposal in which 

trash is buried between layers of dirt. 

Fill in the blanks using the words in the box below. 

1. Mining in El Salvador would lead to the use of __ 
that create smog and acid rain.  

2. __ pollution releases unhealthy gases such as 
carbon monoxide into the air.  

3. __is untreated sewage water that causes deadly 
bacteria and parasites.

4. After it rains, __ flow into lakes and rivers causing 
chemical pollution in our water.  

5. __ occur from human mistakes and have a serious 
effect on marine life.

6. __  is a waste that is made from harmful chemicals, 
normally from factories, that enter into our water 
streams.  

7. __ is a source of water pollution.  It is very easy for trash 
to go into the drains and into our rivers and oceans.  

8. __ are the cheapest option for waste disposal but 
recycling is the best option.  

trash fertilizers smoke stacks transportation
landfills oil spills raw sewage chemical waste

1 An __  is a plant or animal that is having trouble living in a certain 
place and all of them may die soon.

A recycling   

2 When you save trash that can be reused to create something new, 
you are __.

B valuable 

3 A resource that is worth a lot is __. C global warming
4 __ is an increase in the average temperature of the earth’s 

atmosphere.
D endangered species

5 __ is rain that has been made acidic by certain pollutants in the air. E acid rain
6 Dangerous __ are present in the air and water and may cause 

plants and animals to die.
F chemicals 

Match the vocabulary words with the corresponding definitions.  

Activity 2

Activity 3
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Time to read   
Read the following explanation on what the greenhouse 
effect is.  Look up any new words in a dictionary. 

The greenhouse effect is the rise in temperature that 
the Earth experiences because certain gases in the 
atmosphere (water vapor, carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide, 
and methane) trap energy from the sun.  Without these 
gases, heat would escape back into space and Earth 
would become a lot colder.  Because of how they warm 
our world, these gases are referred to as greenhouse gases.

Have you ever seen a greenhouse? Most greenhouses 
look like a small, glass house. Greenhouses are used to 
grow plants, especially in the winter. Greenhouses work 
by trapping heat from the sun. The glass panels of the 
greenhouse let in light but keep heat from escaping. This 
causes the greenhouse to heat up, much like the inside 
of a car parked in sunlight, and keeps the plants warm 
enough to live in the winter.

The Earth’s atmosphere is all around us. It is the air that 
we breathe. Greenhouse gases in the atmosphere behave 
much like the glass panes in a greenhouse. Sunlight enters 
the Earth’s atmosphere, passing through the blanket of 
greenhouse gases. As it reaches the Earth’s surface, land, 
water, and biosphere absorb the sunlight’s energy.  Once 
absorbed, this energy is sent back into the atmosphere. 
Some of the energy passes back into space, but much of 
it remains trapped in the atmosphere by the greenhouse 
gases, causing our world to heat up.

The greenhouse effect is important. Without the 
greenhouse effect, the Earth would not be warm enough 
for humans to live. But if the greenhouse effect becomes 
stronger, it could make the Earth warmer than usual. 
Even a little extra warming may cause problems for 
humans, plants, and animals.

Activity 4
Answer the following questions by scanning the   
previous reading.

1.    Write the definition of the greenhouse effect.  

2.   Where does the greenhouse effect get its name?  

3.    What are the names of the greenhouse gases that 
make up our atmosphere?

4.   What would happen if all of the energy passed 
 into space?

5.    Where does the heat that enters the Earth’s 
atmosphere come from?

6.   Who and what will be affected by the extra warming 
of the Earth?

When you are learning new vocabulary, try to understand 
the meaning of the word in the context where it is being 
said or written.  Refer to your dictionary if you still do not 
understand the meaning. 

Don’t forget!

Glossary:
Glass: a hard and commonly transparent substance that can be used for windows 
and mirrors.

Breathe: the process of respiration.
Absorbed: to take something in through. 
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Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following short conversation.
A member of a Non Governmental Organization 
(NGO) sat down at a meeting with the community 
leaders in La Papalota, Usulutan to begin discussing their 
drinking water.

A:  We finally have the results of the water test.
B:   Really! That was quick!  How did it go?
A:  Your water is very contaminated, I am sorry to   

tell you.
B:   Oh no, what did you find?
A: Well, we found high amounts of fertilizers  

and pesticides.  
B:   What does that mean? Is it harmful? 
A: Yes, they are harmful.  Fertilizers can create a               

lot of problems with infants and young  children.  It 
can cause them not to get enough oxygen through 
their bodies, and pesticides are also known for 
causing birth defects and liver problems.

B: Could that be why we have so many children here 
with health problems?

A: Definitely.  But now that we know about this 
problem, we can begin a water treatment project.  
It is our goal to give you access to  pure water for 
you and your children.

B:   Thank you so much.  We are so grateful for  your 
help.  What’s the next step?

Decide whether the following statements are true or false 
according to the previous conversation.

1. The water from the test came back clean. 
2. The water was high in minerals.
3. There were a lot of sick children in the community.
4. The people in the community were happy about   

the project.
5. The NGO found that the water was pure.
6. The NGO is worried that the water is harmful 
 for livestock.
7. The community is in the last stage of developing a 

water project.
8. The people of the community drink pure water.

Activity 5

Answer the following questions with your own information. 

1. What do you do with your household trash?
2.  How do you conserve the water in your home?
3. Do you use sprays such as mosquito repellent?  Do you 

think that sprays pollute the Earth?  Why or why not?  
4. Do you have the habit of turning off your lights in 

your home?  If so, when and why?
5. Do you think it is important to protect the 

environment?  Why? 
6. Do you believe that your efforts can make a 

difference to better the environment?

Glossary:
Amount: refers to the quantity.
Pesticides: chemicals used to kill insects.
Harmful: tending to cause harm, especially to a person’s health.

Activity 6

Birth defect: an abnormality that happens before or at the time of birth.
Minerals: naturally occurring substances such as gold or coal.
Livestock: domestic animals, such as cattle or horses, especially from a farm.
Repellent: spray used to try to keep something away.
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Enrich your vocabulary  
Pretend that you are having a heated discussion about 
pollution with your neighbors.  What are some key 
words that you would say to show them respect even 
though you do not agree with  their opinions?  The 
following phrases or questions may help you.

1. Yes, I can see your point, but I will have to disagree 
with you.

2. Could you please explain your position?

3. I agree with you, but I think that perhaps there is 
information missing. 

4. You have a very good perspective, and I have 
enjoyed hearing what you have to say.

Identify and list the expressions of courtesy from the box below.

Excuse me. Let me talk now.

Forget it.  Please go on.

Be quiet. I enjoyed our debate.
That is a dumb opinion. That’s a very good point.

Let’s continue this 
conversation another day. Shut up.

Place the pollutant in its appropriate category. Some words 
will fit in more than one box.

water

Air

Soil

Having discussions with other people about important 
matters sometimes creates a lot of intense feelings that if 
not handled properly can lead to hurt feelings or anger.  
Always try to be thoughtful of your opponents and allow 
them to have their own perspectives without enforcing 
your opinion on them.  And sometimes it’s just best to 
say “Let’s agree to disagree” and leave gracefully from            
the conversation.  

Don’t forget!

Activity 7

Activity 8

Glossary:
Pretend: to represent fictitiously, as in a play.
Heated discussion: when a conversation becomes intense with the possibility of one 
or all parties getting angry.

Courtesy: to show politeness and good manners towards others. 

trash fumes pesticides raw 
sewage

carbon 
monoxide

smoke fertilizers landfills oil spills chemical 
waste
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Language in use
Passive voice in the present tense
The passive voice focuses on the thing or person who 
receives the action of the verb. To use the passive voice in 
the present tense, use “be” +  past participle of the verb. 
Examples: 
 Water is polluted by chemical waste.  
Children are affected by contaminated water.
Contaminated water is drunk by people in the 
community. 
Trash is dumped in the rivers.

Activity 9
Write the past participle for the following verbs.

1. exploit               
2. produce    
3. find    
4. lose    
5. pollute    
6. see       
7. throw     
8. treat   
9. check    
10.  protect  

Activity 10

Unscramble the words to make sentences in the passive voice.  

1.  streets/ thrown/ trash/ is/ in/ the 
2.  seen/ bottles/ at/ plastic/ are/ beach/ the
3.  air/ lead/ air/ is/ contaminated/ found/ in 
4.  friendly/ countries/ in/ products/ environmentally/ 

made/ are/ industrial  

Activity 11
Fill in the blanks to the following sentences with the correct 
tense of the verb in parenthesis.  

1.   Many people in El Salvador ___ trash in the 
streets.  (throw)

2.   Most of the trash in El Salvador is ___ in the cities.  
(produce)

3.   The drainage system in the city is ___ with trash.  
(clog) 

4.   The most contaminated rivers are ___ in the city.  
(find) 

5.   San Salvador ___ tons of trash every day.  (produce)   

The overuse of the passive voice or use of the passive 
voice in long and complicated sentences can cause 
readers to lose interest or to become confused. In 
order to avoid this and make it easier for your readers 
it is always important not over use it.

What for?

Glossary:
Dumped: to get rid of.
Environmentally friendly: that it is safe for the people and the environment.

Clog: to become obstructed.
Drainage system: a complex pipe or channel system in which liquid is drawn off. 
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The subject of a passive sentence is still the main 
character of the sentence, but something else does the 
action.  
For example:
The passive voice would say:  The highest amount of 
pollution in the world is found in the United States. 
The active voice would say:  The United States 
generates more pollution than anywhere in the world.  

Don’t forget!

Activity 12
Change the following sentences to the passive voice.

1. People in the rural areas drink contaminated water. 
2. Old buses pollute the air.
3. El Salvador uses the Lempa River to create energy.
4. Salvadoran people use a lot of plastic containers. 
5. The Salvadoran Salvador government protects the 
 El Impossible Park.  

Activity 13

It is not a good idea to do community projects 
alone.  When you include people in your 
community project, it allows them to learn 
how to develop their own projects in the future.  
Write a list of groups and committees in your 
community that would be interested in helping 
your reforestation project. Who from that list 
is the best choice for your project?  Sometimes 
it depends on your location.  If you are going to 
plant trees at a school, a group of youth would be 
good to work with.  The next step is to prepare 
a short oral presentation explaining how this 
project will help environmental and health issues 
in order to convince others to work with you. 

Hands on! 2B

Write five common ways that people in your community 
contribute to environmental problems.  Write in            
complete sentences. 

Lesson core

In this lesson, vocabulary related to pollutants 
was introduced.  Now you can understand what 
pollutants are and which ones are manmade.  You 
are able to use the passive voice to describe issues 
related to pollution and can scan internet articles 
that cover environmental concepts and compose 
grammatically correct paragraphs regarding 
environmental concerns and solutions. 
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RECYCLING IN SWITZERLAND

By some measures, Switzerland is the 
greenest nation in the world. It recycles 
over fifty percent of all household waste. 

Switzerland is proud of its recycling efforts. 
Glass and  paper are just some of the things 

they refuse to throw away. The success of                                                                     
Switzerland comes from their organization skills.                                                                      

There are bottle banks at every supermarket, with   
separate openings for clear, green and brown 
glass. Every  town has a free paper collection 

once a month, and that  does not mean just old 
newspapers.  Most people recycle everything 

made of cardboard or paper, from cereal boxes  
to old telephone bills.  Switzerland is a very 

environmentally friendly country.  

Answers:

Choose the letter or letters that best answer each question.

Which of the following pollutants are 
found in water? 
a) seashells  
b)  oil  
c) nitrates 
d) sand

Which of the following machines 
produce carbon dioxide?
a) refrigerator  
b) washing machine 
c) computer  
d) cars

What is the past participle for the  
verb “drink”?
a) drinks   
b) drinked   
c) drunk  
d) drinker

What is the name of the phenomenon 
that makes the Earth overheat?
a) the plant house effect  
b) the greenhouse effect  
c) the heated house effect  
d) the gardenhouse effect  

1.b, c         2.  d   3.  c   4.  b
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wHAT ARE THE EffEcTS Of DEfORESTATION?

Do you think that our climate has been changing over 
the past 15 years?  

Which animal species are endangered in El Salvador?

What causes floods and landslides in El Salvador?

I can successfully identify main ideas related to natural disasters                                                                      
from different audio sources.                                                                                                                                         
I can coherently develop a 10 to 12-line paragraph from 
a topic sentence and supporting facts on how to solve an              
environmental problem.                                                                                   

I can talk about how environmental problems are being 
solved with the correct use of the present perfect continuous.                                                                                                               
I can describe natural disasters with appropriate vocabulary and 
grammatical accuracy. 

Conversation and more                                                                                                                      
Listen to and read the following conversation.  Look up 
any new words  in a dictionary.                                                                                                                     

A: So what’s up, Jose? The soccer game is supposed to 
start in about an hour and I don’t see you ready yet. 
What’s wrong? 

B:  Well, I don’t think I’ll be able to go this time. It 
looks like it’s going to rain and with my house 
being on the edge of this cliff, I’ll have to put a 
plastic tarp down to stop erosion. The rainy season 
is not fun for me.                                                                                           

A:  I can see that. I don’t remember having this 
problem twenty years ago.                                                                                                                      

B:  Yeah! That’s true. I remember this neighborhood 
was a forest with all kinds of birds and animals. It 
was really awesome!                                                                 

A:  The rapid growth of the city has made the 
construction companies very busy.  They have 
been destroying forests to build roads.                                                                                                                            

B:  This problem with my house doesn’t let me sleep at 
night. I’m really worried about this situation.                                                                                                                

A:  But, listen, something you could do is plant a 
couple of trees to tighten the soil up. Besides that 
you can get fruit and shade from them.   

B: Hey! That sounds good, why didn’t I think of that! 
That’s what I’ll do.                                                                                                                                      

A:  All right.  I have to get going because the game is 
about to start.

B: Ok, have fun and thank you for the advice. You’ll 
get free mangoes from my trees.  

Activity 1
Answer the following questions according to the  previous 
conversation.                          

1.   Why isn’t Jose going to the soccer game?                                                                                       
2.   Does the conversation take place in the wet season 

or the dry season?                                                          
3.   What is Jose going to do instead of going to the 

game? Why?                                                  
4.   Have they always had that problem?                                                                                   
5.   What was the neighborhood like 20 years ago?                                                     

Glossary:  
Edge: a rim or brink.
Tarp:  a waterproofed canvas.

Plant: to place or set in the ground to grow.
Tighten: to fasten firmly in place.



UNIT 2

210 English - Tenth Grade VERSIÓN PRELIMINAR

Enrich your vocabulary
Read the following words.  Do any of these things exist in 
El Salvador?  

 rain forest
 extinction
 biodiversity
 exotic timber
 profits
 desertification
 oil erosion
 flooding
 climate change

Fill in the blanks with the words shown in the box below. 

 

1.   __  means the amount of money gained in business 
deals after all expenses have been subtracted.  

2.   __  means the degradation of land in arid and dry 
sub-humid areas, resulting primarily from natural 
activities and influenced by climatic variations. 

3.   __  is trees or wooded land considered as a source 
of expensive and rare wood.

4.   __  means a dense, evergreen forest that has heavy 
rainfall all year round.  

5.   __  means the process of the wearing away of soil 
by water, ice or wind.  

6.   __  means the number and variety of organisms 
found within a specified geographic region.

7.   __  means an overflowing of water onto a place that 
is usually dry.  

8.   __  means the fact of becoming extinct or  
dying out.

9.   __  means the change in the world’s climate.  

biodiversity exotic timber flooding

rain forest profit  desertificaion

soil erosion climate change extinction

Activity 2
Deforestation is not something that only happens in 
the rain forest.  It is also happening right here in El 
Salvador.  In fact, deforestation is one of El Salvador’s 
main environmental issues today.  El Salvador is the 
second most deforested nation in Latin America after 
Haiti. Almost 85% of its forest cover has disappeared 
since the 1960s and the country had one of the highest 
deforestation rates (4.6 percent annually) in the world 
during the 1990s.

Don’t forget!

Activity 3
Answer the following questions with your own information.

1. Have you done anything to try to stop 
deforestation? What?

2. Have you noticed that deforestation has been 
affecting people in your community?  How?

3. Do you have trees near your home?  Do you 
remember how heavily wooded your neigborhood 
was 15 years ago?  

4. Can you think about a natural disaster in El Salvador 
that was caused by deforestation?   Which one? 

5. How do you think disforestation affects biodiversity 
in El Salvador?
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Time to read   
Read the following passage about deforestation in   
El Salvador.  Look up any new words in a dictionary.

As one of the Western Hemisphere’s poorest countries, 
rural residents of El Salvador depend largely on natural 
resources for their survival. Thus, much of El Salvador’s 
deforestation results from subsistence agriculture and 
timber cutting for fuel wood. Deforestation-induced 
erosion and soil degradation has left much of the country 
unsuitable for agriculture and has put many people at risk 
during the tropical storms that regularly batter the region. 

Deforestation removes the protective cover of vegetation 
that anchors soils and slows water runoff. Deforestation 
in El Salvador threatens much of the country with 
unstable hillsides. It is estimated that sixty-five percent 
of the country is in danger of landslides. With the yearly 
hurricane season, there is always a serious concern that 
further storms - especially a hurricane - could have a 
devastating impact. 

The last major hurricane to hit the region was Hurricane 
Mitch in 1998, the second deadliest hurricane on record. 
Mitch killed over 18,000 people in Central America, 
most of whom were killed in mudslides or swept away 
by floods. After the storm, aerial surveys revealed that 
the majority of landslides occurred on hillsides that 
had been cleared of vegetation for agriculture and 
human settlements. In forested areas, including several 
agroforestry plots where crops like coffee and cocoa were 
grown under the shade of canopy trees, few   
landslides occurred. 

Some governments took notice and moved to protect 
watershed forests, but El Salvador has struggled to 
enforce forestry laws. 

Answer the following questions based on the previous passage.

1.  What do rural residents depend on for their survival?
2.  What are the two reasons that much of El Salvador is 

unsuitable for agriculture?
3.  How does deforestation cause erosion?  
4.  What is the estimated percentage of the country in 

danger of landslides?
5.  What is the name of the hurricane that occurred   

in 1998?

Activity 5

Listen to a personal account from a Salvadoran   
             woman explaining how climate change has affected her  
             livelihood Then answer the following questions.

1.  How does Dinora provide for her family?
2. What are the crops that she grows?
3. What makes her worry?
4. What does she say are the negative effects of  

climate change?
5. How did she lose her crops?

Glossary:
Fuel wood: wood that is burned to give heat or power.
Degradation: a general lowering of the earth’s surface by erosion or weathering.
Batter: to damage or wear out.
Anchor: to fasten securely.
Runoff: rainfall not absorbed by soil.
Hillside: the side or slope of a hill.

Activity 4

Landslide: the rapid movement of rocks and dirt down the side of a hill.
Settlements: mall communities.
Canopy trees: trees that create a large and wide covering in the forest.
Watershed forest: a very thick, moist and humid forest.
Livelihood: one’s job or other source of income. 
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Enrich your vocabulary
Look at the pictures presented below of the animal species that are endangered in El Salvador.  Have you ever seen any 
of these animals?

          tundra peregrine          leatherback turtle            

    jaguar             

Activity 7
Match the animals listed above with their appropriate habitats.  
List the environmental dangers affecting their habitats. 

Habitat Animals Environmental dangers
Seashore 

forest   
Marine 

Listen to a conversation between a woman and a police  
             officer while she witnesses a natural disaster.   
             Then answer the following questions.                                                                                                                   

1. Who did the woman call?
2. What is the reason for the call?
3. How many days has it been raining?
4. How does the woman describe the noise she heard?
5. Did the emergency happen during the day or 
 at night?
6. What was the noise?
7. Where did the landslide happen in her neighborhood?

              green sea turtle

American crocodile  giant anteater 

Activity 6

Acquiring listening skills is frustrating. This is the 
reason that we ask for you to listen to a lot of different 
conversations.  To acquire successful listening skills, 
you must be patient and have lots of practice. 

What for?
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Time to read                                                                                                           
Read the following article.  Look up any new words in  
a dictionary.

We hear it in the news, we see it everywhere. Forests are 
disappearing at an alarming rate. Most of us are aware 
that deforestation is one of the most serious problems of 
the century, but we continue to flush old growth forests 
down our toilets. Most people are extremely surprised 
when they learn that the two largest manufacturers of 
tissue products in the world still use virgin fiber from old 
growth forests to make toilet paper. It seems like a bad 
nightmare, but it’s a reality! Kimberly-Clark (Kleenex, 
Scott, Scottex and Cottonelle) and Procter & Gamble 
(Bounty) sell millions of tons of tissue products in over 
150 countries annually, making each over 14 billion U.S. 
dollars of profit every year.  Their toilet papers are made 
with virgin fiber that comes from old growth forests 
located in Canada, Russia and the Balkans. They also use 
virgin pulp from tropical forests located in Asia and Latin 
America.  A recent study reported that, “Every day, about 
270,000 trees are flushed down the drain or end up as 
garbage all over the world.” This is clearly unnecessary 
and it needs to stop!
                                                                                                   
Yes, recycled toilet paper is not as soft, but it’s a very small 
sacrifice that can save millions of trees!  And anyways, 
how soft do you really need your toilet paper to be? You 
only use it a few seconds a day!  Also note that the whiter 
the tissue, the more likely it is to contain high levels of 
virgin fibers and huge amounts of bleaching, which 
also has very negative impacts in the environment.   So 
from now on, try to buy recycled toilet paper, and if your 
supermarket doesn’t carry it, ask for it! 

Activity 8
Answer the following question about the article.                                                                          

1.    What is toilet paper made of?                                                                                                            
2.    Why do so many people prefer soft toilet paper?                                                                                                       
3.    Who are the two main companies that use ancient 

forests for their toilet paper?                                    
4.    How many trees are flushed down the toilet  

every day?              
5.    How much does Kimberly-Clark and Procter & 

Gamble make in one year?                                                                                                                                          
6.    What are the five places that are the most exploited?                                                                                                                                   
7.   What does it mean if your toilet paper is very white?
8.    What is the only negative thing about recycled  

toilet paper?                  

Activity 9
Answer the following questions with your own information.  

1.   How did this article make you feel?  Explain why.                                                                           
2.   Do you buy soft and bleached toilet paper?                                                                                                                                          
3.   Would you change to use recycled toilet paper?                                                                                                                         
4.   Have you ever seen recycled toilet paper in your 

grocery store?                                                                
5.   Would you be willing to ask the grocery store to 

supply recycled toilet paper?

Glossary:
Alarming: to cause fear.
Flush: to send materials down the toilet drain through compressed water.
Nightmare: a dream that produces a feeling of anxiety or terror.

Profit: the amount of income over a period of time.
Impact: to have a direct effect on. 
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Language in use
Present perfect continuous                                                                                                            
The present perfect continuous is formed by using has/
have + been + gerund.     

Examples:The rain has been pouring for two weeks straight.  
The soil has been slowly eroding every day.                                                                                                                               
I have been worrying all day that there will be a landslide.     

Use 1:  Duration from the past until now                                                                                                                  

We use the present perfect continuous to show that 
something started in the past and has continued up 
until now. “For five minutes,” “for two weeks,” and “since 
Tuesday” are all durations which can be used.                                                                      

Examples:  They have been working for the last hour.                                                                       
What have you been doing for the last 30 minutes?                                                                    
I have been studying for my high school exit exam.                                                               

Use 2:  Recently, lately                                                                                                                
You can also use the present perfect continuous without 
a duration of time.   Without the duration, the tense has a 
more general meaning of “lately.” We often use the words 
“lately” or “recently” to emphasize this meaning.                                               

Examples:  Recently, I have been feeling really tired.                                                                                         
Mary has been feeling a little depressed.                                                                                        
Lisa has not been practicing her English.                                                                                                 
What have you been doing?                                                                                         

Fill in the blanks with the words in the box below to complete 
the conversation. Remember that you might need to alter the 
tense of the verbs.

Neris:   I think it _(1)_ raining.  We _(2)_ here for  
 over a half an hour and no one  _(3)_ the flood  
 waters in our home.                                                                                                             

Julia:   I think that you are right.  No one _(4)_ us   
 either. Everyone must think that we   
 _(5)_ already!                                                                                                                                      

Neris:       Look over there!  I see a rescue squad!  They  
 are _(6)_ our little, old neighbor. I don’t think  
 he _(7)_ we are here.                                                                                                

Julia:   I _(8)_ many times now.  I will yell again!                                                                               
Neris:       Look!  He _(9)_ us!  He is coming over to   

 help us!                                                          

call wait knows
rescue yell helping
stop notice hear

Glossary:
Gerund: the “ing” form of a verb.
Witness: a person who saw or heard something happened.
Physical address: your real address.

Remember that the present perfect continuous has the 
meaning of “lately” or “recently.” If you use the present 
perfect continuous in a question, such as “Have you 
been feeling alright?”, it can suggest that the person looks 
sick or unhealthy. A question, such as “Have you been 
smoking?”, can suggest that you smell the smoke on 
the person. Using this tense in a question suggests you 
can see, smell, hear or feel the results of the action. It is 
possible to insult someone by using this tense incorrectly.      

Don’t forget!

Activity 10

Duration: the period of time in which something lasts or continues.
Emphasize: to give special force or attention to.
Rescue squad: an organization that provides emergency medical care.
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Activity 11
Complete the sentences with the verbs in the box. Remember 
that you might need to alter the tense of the verbs. 

1.   They __ fruit trees all over Usulutan as a 
reforestation project.   

2.   The farmers __ the sugar cane fields in preparation 
of the new season.

3.   The woman __ down many trees this week to have 
dry wood for cooking. 

4.   The wet, loose dirt on the hillside __ into a 
potential landslide.  

5.   The forest in El Salvador __ over the past 15 years.  
6.   Hurricanes __ the coastlines all season!
7.   Many animal species in El Salvador __ for a   

long time.  
8.   The leatherback turtle __ disappeared. 
9.   The Central American tapir __ deep in the forest 

for many years.   
10.  We __ a lot about environmental issues in  

this lesson.

learn endanger slow burn cut

live disappear turn plant threat

Activity 12
Write a paragraph about how deforestation issues can be 
solved using the present perfect continuous forms as much as 
possible.  Be ready to present it orally!  

Another important step is to brainstorm where to 
look for project funds.  Make a list of at least five 
organizations or groups that could possibly help 
you.  One example would be the mayor’s office.   

Hands on! 2C

Lesson core

In this lesson you learned about deforestation 
and its effects on the environment.  You have 
also made the correlation between most natural 
disasters and environmental problems such as 
landslides.  New vocabulary has been introduced 
that relates to the environment and natural 
disasters.  You can now carry out respectful 
discussions on environmental issues and convey 
the main points in a paragraph by using present 
perfect continuous. 

Glossary:
Threat: a warning that one plans to harm.
Arrange: to put into a proper or systematic order.

Correlation: a reciprocal relation between two or more things.
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MEDICINE MEN IN THE RAINFOREST

Five centuries ago there were an estimated ten 
million Indians living in the Amazonian Rainforest. 

Today there are less than 200,000. In Brazil alone, 
European colonists have destroyed more than 
90 indigenous tribes since the 1900s. With the 
loss of these tribes comes the loss of centuries 
of knowledge of the medicinal value of rainforest 

species. As their homelands continue to be 
destroyed by deforestation, rainforest peoples are 

also disappearing. Most medicine men and shamans 
remaining in the rainforests today are 70 years 

old or more. Each time a rainforest medicine man 
dies, it is as if a library has burned down. When a 

medicine man dies without passing his knowledge on 
to the next generation, the tribe and the world loses 

irreplaceable knowledge about medicinal plants.

Answers:

Choose the letter or letters that best answer each question.

 Which of the following countries is the 
most deforested in Latin America? 
a) Cuba   
b)  El Salvador
c) the United States  
d)  Haiti 

How do you make the present perfect 
continuous tense?
a)  has/ have+ present participle+ been     
b)  present participle + have +gerund 
c) gerund +present participle + have    
d)  to be+ present particle + gerund  

Which of the following words are past 
participles?
a)  drunk   
b)  stay  
c) could 
d)  disappeared

Which of the following words 
represents a cause of deforestation?
a) farming       
b)  nursing  
c) exploring 
d)  studying

1. d   2. a   3.a, d     4. a

Glossary:
Century: a period of 100 years.
Estimated: a fairly accurate guess.

Colonists: groups of people that that live in a governed manner.
Shamans: medicine men.
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HOw MANy PEOPLE ARE THERE?

How does the environment affect people’s health in                                                                                                                        
El Salvador?  What about lifestyle?
Could you be responsible for some of your own 
health issues?  How will you change that?
Did you know that illness can be regional? 

I can recognize contrast, cause and effect of ideas related to health 
matters and environmental issues in different audio sources.  
I can describe factors that cause health matters with   
grammatical accuracy.
I can successfully skim text on health and environmental issues.  

I can make predictions about my health and environment with the 
correct use of the future with will.
I can compare lifestyle, transportation, and health of cities or towns 
with grammatical accuracy. 

Conversation and more 
Listen to and read the conversation below. Look up any 
new words in a dictionary.  

A: Doctor, my baby is only four months old, and he 
has been throwing up and has had diarrhea since 
three in the morning.  What is wrong with him?

B:  Well, he does have a fever.  We will have to take a 
blood test and stool sample to know for sure.  I am 
going to give him some Tylenol to bring his 

 fever down.  
A:   Okay.  I really don’t know how he got sick.  I take 

very good care of him.
B:   Well, according to the stool test he has amoebas.  This 

type of parasite comes from contaminated water.  
A:   Contaminated water?  But my water is clear.
B:   Contaminated water is caused by untreated 

sewage water that enters our rivers and springs.  
You cannot see the amoebas, but they are 
definitely there.  Now that you have an infant in 
the house, you will need to either boil your water 
or buy treated water.  

Answer the following questions according to the   
previous conversation.

1.  What are the baby’s symptoms?
2.  What kinds of tests does the doctor order?
3.  What is wrong with the baby?
4.  How did the baby get amoebas?
5.  How are amoebas and the environment related?

Activity 1

Glossary:
Throwing up: the forceful expulsion of the contents of one’s stomach through the mouth.
Stool sample: a piece of fecal matter that is checked by a professional for parasites.

Boil: to generate bubbles of vapor when heated.

A:  Thank you so much. Everyone at home told me 
that he had been given the evil eye.

B:   No, that is a cultural superstition only.  The truth 
is our environment has a lot to do with our health.   
Here is the medicine for your baby.  Good luck, 
and remember to boil your water.

A:  Thank you again, Doctor.   
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Enrich your vocabulary
Listen to and read the following goals that a young 
woman has made herself.  Do you have similar goals?

1. I will start exercising.
2. I will try to lose weight.
3. I will run a mile every day.
4. I will eat healthier. 
5. I will start a trash campaign in my neighborhood.
6. I will study very hard for all of my exams.
7. I will do all of my homework.
8. I will learn to be punctual all of the time.
9. I will cook more at home and not eat pupusas  

every night.
10. I will save money and buy my mom a  washing machine.

Activity 2

Compare the goals of the girl above with your own  
lifestyle goals.

List ten goals that you will put into action that were not 
mentioned above. 

Listen to the following passage about Carlos’ health.   
             Then fill in the blanks with the missing words that          
             you hear. 

Carlos lives in a small village near the city of _(1.)_.   As 
a child, Carlos had a lot of _(2.)_ and _(3.)_ problems.  
His mom would make a mixture of _(4.)_ from newly 
burned wood and place it on his stomach.  It would help 
him feel a lot better.  As Carlos got older, the problems 
that he had with his stomach _(5.)_.   When Carlos 
moved to the _(6.)_, he was very sensitive to the _(7.)_
that was released by the public transportation.   After a 
year of living in the city, Carlos began to have chronic 
_(8.)_ illnesses.  His mom also suffered from respiratory 
_(9.)_.   Carlos worried that what he was experiencing 
was a _(10.)_ problem, so he went to the doctor.   The 
doctor explained to him that his sickness was a reaction 
to the _(11.)_ in the air in   San Salvador.   Carlos then 
asked the doctor if that was true, then why did his mom 
also _(12.)_ from the same problem.   

Activity 3

Health problems can vary from one region to the next.  
For example, more people buy treated water in the capital 
than people in the countryside.  And more people cook 
with fire in the countryside than the people in the capital. 
There are more dengue victims in the capital than in the 
countryside.   Why do you think that is?

Don’t forget!

Glossary:
Punctual: to be on time.
Chronic: marked by a long duration or frequent recurrence.

Ash: the solid residue left when combustible material is thoroughly burned.
Genetic: the signs of genes or heredity. 
Lifestyle: the way a person lives as shown by that person’s activities, possessions, 
attitudes, type of home, etc. 
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Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following conversation.  Look up 
any new words in a dictionary. 
                                                                                    

A: Oh! I feel like I’m dying. The pain I feel in my lower 
back is unbearable.  

B: Try to calm down and tell me when the pain started, 
William.                                             

A: Maybe two hours ago while I was on my way to  
the beach.                                          

B: So you’re going to the beach?                                                                         
A: Yes. All of my friends are already there. I can’t 

believe I’m in the hospital with a big ice chest full of 
drinks in the trunk of my car.                                                               

B: Well, I am sure that your friends will understand.  
Is the shot helping you?                                                                                                                                          

A:   Yes, I think the pain is starting to disappear. 
Thanks, Doc, see you later. 

B:   Wait a minute, not so fast.  The tests we took show 
a very serious urinary tract infection. I’ll give you 
some medicine for that, but remember to drink a 
lot of water.                                

A: That’s the problem with me, I never get thirsty.                                                                    
B: So what you’re saying is that you never drink 

water? You have to change your lifestyle. You’re 
damaging  your kidneys.                                                                           

A: It’s not easy to change a lifestyle, Doc.                                                                                    

Answer the following questions about the previous conversation. 

1. What’s wrong with William?
2. Is this health issue related to the environment?
3. When did the pain start?
4. Where was William when the pain started?
5. What is causing William’s pain?  
6. How does he need to change his lifestyle?

Activity 5
Organize the following list of health risks into the following 
categories below. Some health risks belong in both categories.

car fumes smoking cigars parasites

over- eating sun exposure cooking with 
wood

eating fast food not exercising global warming

Enviroment related Lifestyle related

Activity 6
Make a list of your bad habits.  Also write how they can affect 
your health and what you will do to change them.

Glossary: 
Unbearable: not able to put up with or endure.
Fast food: a type of restaurant that offers low cost food that is cooked and  
served quickly.

Activity 4
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Time to read                                                     
Read the following proposal made by the ADESCO 
president of Santa Cruz, Santa Ana.

Activity 7
Answer the following questions by scanning the proposal.

1.    What is the name of the community that is asking 
for a health clinic? 

2.    How many families will benefit from the project?
3.    How many children are there under the age of five?
4.    What was the estimate for the materials needed   to 

build the clinic?
5.    What is the community going to donate to the project?
6.    Who is the person that is soliciting the project?
7.    What is the name of the organization the solicitor 

belongs to?
8.    What is his position in the organization?

When writing a proposal, you need to be clear and 
effectively communicate the reason for your proposal.  It 
is important to explain in detail who will benefit from 
your project and how.  

Don’t forget!

Look at the list of groups that you have made 
and choose the group(s) that you want to ask for 
funds to implement your project.  Once you have 
decided who you will ask, then you will need to 
write a proposal to the chosen group(s).  Above is 
an example of how to write a proposal.  Remember 
to explain in detail how this project will better 
the environment and health of the community.  
With hard work and community support, you will 
be planting your fruit trees at your favorite spot      
very soon!

Hands on! 2D

Glossary:
Nearby: close at hand.
Estimate:  to produce a statement of the approximate cost of.

Labor: expenditure of physical or mental effort.

                 February 18, 2009

Dear Mayor Alfonso Rigoberto,                                                  

We, the community of Santa Cruz, would like to wish 
you a happy day and ask for you to review our health 
clinic proposal.  

Our community, Santa Cruz, would like to have your 
support in our project of constructing a nearby health 
clinic.  We have over 125 families that live in our 
community, and five surrounding communities make 
another 600 families.  

All of these families will be benefited from a health clinic.
Overall, the clinic will serve over 700 families that 
do not have access to health facilities.  There are 
approximately 2,100 children under the age of five 
that will benefit from this service.    

We have estimated that the cost of the adobe building 
will be about $1,000.00 in materials.  We will provide 
the labor for the construction, electrical connection 
and water connection.  We ask for your support by 
donating the materials this project. 
The realization of this health clinic will better the 
quality of life of all of the beneficiaries involved and 
your help would be invaluable to all of us.

Please let us know if you will be joining us on this project.  

Gratefully Yours,  
Victor Hernandez
ADESCO President of Santa Cruz
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Enrich your vocabulary
Take a look at the variation of lifestyles that exist. How many of these categories do you fit in?

Marriage lifestyle Family lifestyle Community lifestyle Career lifestyle
Single No children Physically active Employee

cohabiting One child Politically involved Employer
Married Two or more children Community volunteer Self-employed

Separated Adopted children Church/religious activities Full time
Divorced Individual activities Part time
widowed Family activities Outdoor work

Group activities Indoor work
Seasonal work
Contract work

Work from home

Identify yourself, your friends and your family using the above lifestyle choices.  Write sentences about their lifestyles.  Follow the 
example below.

Example:   (yourself ) I am married with one child.  
  I participate in family activities and I go to church.  I am an employee and I work part time.    

1.   yourself
2.   your husband/wife
3.   your mom
4.   your dad 

Activity 8

Glossary:
Cohabiting: to live together as husband and wife but not legally married.
Divorced: the legal and formal dissolution of a marriage.
Widow: a woman who has outlived the man that she was married to at the time 
of his death.

5.   your brother/sister
6.   your best friend
7.   your neighbor

Adopted: to take a child into your own family by legal process and raise the child 
as your own.
Self employed: to work for yourself.
Seasonal worker: a worker that only works during certain times of the year.   
For example, a landscaper does not work during the winter.
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Language in use
The future with “will”
In English, there are many ways of expressing future time. 
One of the most common is using “will” (and sometimes 
shall). 

Negatives are formed with “will not” or “won’t” instead   
of “will”.

Example:  He will not stop smoking.
                            He won’t stop smoking.

Will is usually used in three situations.
1.   Volunteering to do something.   
 Example:  Will someone open the window for 

me? I’ll do it!                                  

2.   Deciding to do something.      
 Example:  I’ve made up my mind.  I’ll go to   

the beach.

3.   Forcing someone to do something.    
 Example:  You will clean your room.  Dad, I    
      don’t want to clean my room!                                                                                                                                      

Statement Question
I will stop smoking. Shall I stop smoking?
I’ll stop smoking.

You will stop smoking. Will you stop smoking?
You’ll stop smoking.

He will stop smoking. Will he stop smoking?
He’ll stop smoking.

Activity 9
Make sentences with the words below using “will”.  Pay 
attention to where they are statements, negative statements or 
questions.  

1. You enjoy dinning at Planes de Menederos.
(statement)

2. We meet to review the test materials.  (statement)

3. She not come with us tomorrow. (negative)

4. They buy beans and rice at the market. (statement)

5. I pass the test.  (statement)

6. She does not give up! (negative)

7. You be able come to the birthday party. (question)

Glossary:  
Give up: to no longer continue to try or to accept loss. 

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in the future 
tense in parenthesis in each sentence. 

A: __ to pick up the children from school today? (go)                                                            
B: Sure!  I __ by after work.  (stop)                                                                                                
A: Thanks!  Today I__home late. (be)  I need to visit 

Mom tonight.     
B:   __ dinner tonight when you get home?  (cook)                                                                              
A: No, I __ able to. Maybe you can take the kids to 

eat pupusas instead? (be)                                         
B: Okay, no problem.  It has been a while since we’ve 

eaten pupusas.                                       
A: Thanks honey, I __ you a delicious breakfast in the 

morning! (cook)                                               
B:   I __ forget!  (negative)                                                                                                                                       

Activity 10
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Activity 11
Choose the underlying meaning of these sentences.

1.  I think the bus won’t pass until tomorrow.                       
 A.  Prediction
 B.  Promise
 C.  Decision

2.  We will visit you next week.
 A. Prediction       
 B. Promise  
 C.  Decision

3.  Ok.  I’ll help you wash the dishes tonight.
 A. Prediction        
 B. Promise  
 C.  Decision

4.  I will go running every day.
 A. Prediction        
 B. Promise 
 C. Decision

5.   I don’t think he will go swimming again.
 A. Prediction       
 B. Promise 
 C.  Decision

Activity 12
Choose the correct future tense of the verb form for each 
sentence. 

1.  I don’t think that Real Madrid __ win the league 
      next year.
 A. will     
 B.  won’t 
 C. willn’t

2.  My boyfriend __ work in a restaurant in summer. 
He is  going to work at the bank.

 A.  will     
 B.  won’t 
 C. willn’t 

3.  Stop playing with the ball!  You __  break a window!
 A. will     
 B. won’t 
 C. willn’t

4.  Look at those boys on the bike!  They __ crash.                                                                                   
 A. will    
 B. won’t          
 C. willn’t                                                                                          

Glossary:
Prediction: declares something that will happen in the future based on observations.
Promise: a declaration that you will do or not do something for someone else.

Lesson core

In this lesson new vocabulary was introduced 
that is needed to effectively talk about lifestyles 
and the effects lifestyles have on health. You have 
read an example of a proposal and have written by 
yourself. You have also practiced the future tense 
with “will”.   

Use “will” to refer to the present.  The idea being 
expressed is usually one showing willingness or 
will power.  Also use “will” to make a request, 
order, invitation, offer, promise, threat or to 
describe a habit.             

What for?

Decision: when you have declared to do something for yourself.                                  
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CHINESE TRADITION

Chinese foot binding was an ancient and extremely 
painful tradition practiced by the Chinese. Chinese 
women were forced to feel excruciating pain in an  
attempt to make their feet look elegant.  From as 

little as the age of four,  a young girl would have her 
feet bound tightly with bandages. The bandages were 

changed regularly and tightened. The goal was to 
keep the foot at the size of 3-4 inches.  After years of 
terrible pain, toe deformation and tight bandages, the 
girl would end up with a pair of tiny, folded feet. Many 

women died from the process from infections and 
the others nearly lost the ability to walk.  Women who 
did not participate in the traditional foot binding were 
considered to be disrespectful.  They had a hard time 
finding husbands.  Their toes were considered ugly 

and unattractive. 

Answers:

Choose the letter or letters that best answer each question.                                                                                

Which of the following words does 
not refer to the future?
a) tomorrow   
b) 15 years from now
c) lately               
d) later 

Which of the following symptoms 
are not related to diarrhea?
a) dehydration               
b) stomachache 
c) gas                            
d) cough 

Which of the following sentences is 
grammatically correct?
a) My mom will going to the park.    
b) My mom will to the park tomorrow.      
c) My mom gone to the park yesterday. 
d) My mom will go to the park today.

What do you think will happen if you 
don’t wash your hands after using        
the bathroom?
a) I’ll probably get my baby sick.
b) I’ll probably get a bad headache. 
c) I’ll have to go to the market.
d) I’ll  have to go back to the bathroom.  

1. c   2. c, d    3. d    4. a

Glossary:
Binding: to tightly wrap.

Excruciating pain: a very high level of pain.
Unattractive: not desirable. 
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Unit Two Lesson 5           
Getting started!

Achievement indicators
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wHAT POLIcIES ARE DESIGNED TO PROTEcT 
THE ENVIRONMENT?

What are the benefits of implementing 
environmental policies? 
Can you contrast ideas and opinions on 
environmental issues and policies in El Salvador? 

I can do online research on given websites and summarize  information 
about environmental laws.   
I can infer meanings of words from different texts.                                                                             

I can identify main ideas and supporting information in diverse 
written text.                        
I can write a descriptive paragraph around a topic sentence with 
coherence and clarity.                                                                                                                    

Conversation and more
Listen to and read what the radio station is saying about 
the environmental problems in El Salvador today.  Look 
up any new words in a dictionary.              

A: It seems as though El Salvador is thinking about 
helping to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases 
that create the global warming.                                                                 

B:  That’s great!  How?                                                                                        
A:  Well, if we can keep the gas emission under a 

certain level, then the government will receive 
money as an award. As a matter of fact, did 
you know that the Salvadoran sugar company 
(CASSA) replaced their old mills for more 
electrical ones? Now they produce electricity from 
sugar cane waste during the annual five-month 
sugar cane harvest.                                                                                                               

B: No, I was not aware of that.  But it makes me 
very proud that people are thinking about the 
environment  and money can definitely be a good 
initiative to make it happen.                                                                                                                                         

A: Yeah, I was really surprised to hear that they 
were also proposing to eliminate 1.9 million tons 
of CO2 over the next seven years that cover the 
Nejapa landfill.                                                                                   

B:  Man, this really brings me hope.  I have been 
waiting for us to start making our country and its 
health a priority.

A:  Yeah, it looks like things will start getting better soon. 

Try to infer the meanings of the following words. Write down 
what you think the definition of each word is.

1. emissions       
2.  global warming         
3. award                                                                     
4.   replaced         
5.  CO2                                                         

Activity 1
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Enrich your vocabulary                         
Read and study the following list of activities used to 
implement various policies. Which ones are you 
familiar with?

 weapon control in public areas
 speed control on public roads
 recycling composts
 forest air surveillance
 uniting with schools to reforest
 immigration border control
 installing water treatment systems
 wildlife extinction tactics
 piracy control
 tax breaks on teachers

Which of the following activities listed above are not related to 
environment policies?

Activity 3
Make your own list of activities that are used to enforce 
environmental policies.  List five activities.

Activity 4
Write a sentence that explains the benefits of each of the 
following activities.

1. recycling composts
2. forest air surveillance
3. uniting with school to reforest
4. installing water treatment systems
5. wildlife extinction tactics

1 recycling composts A The helicopter is flying low over the mountain.
2 forest air surveillance B Carlos throws the banana peels in the organic trash can.
3 uniting with schools to reforest C My community leaders and an NGO are checking the 

water filtration system.
4 installing water treatment systems D Students from my school are planting trees by the highway.
5 wildlife extinction tactics E People are protesting the destruction of the forest.

Match the following activities with the sentences listed below.

Activity 5

Activity 2
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Time to read
Read the following online research article about 
environmental legislation in El Salvador.

“El Salvador, the tiniest country on the Latin American 
continent and the one in the greatest danger of 
extinction, has been lagging behind with respect to 
environmental legislation. Meanwhile, nature continues 
to be the victim of the ravaging actions of Salvadorans, 
particularly those who work in big cooperations. The 
lives of the present and future generations are at stake and 
could already be too late. 

Statistics show that seventy-five percent of the land area 
in El Salvador is threatened by erosion and desertification 
at a rate of 20 tons per hectare per year. The government 
enacted forestry conservation in 1973, but they have had 
very little effect on the rate of deforestation.   

The consequences of the lack of environmental policy 
are forest depletion, loss of soil fertility, contaminated 
groundwater resources and drastic loss of native flora  
and fauna. 
Pollution is widespread and although there are 
restrictions on waste disposal, including disposal of toxic 
waste, they are not enforced.

There is no comprehensive national law controlling 
environmental protection, and the legislation that 
is on the books is poorly enforced. The National 
Environmental Protection Committee, established by 
decree in 1974, has had little impact.”

Answer the following questions about the previous online article.

1.  What is the article about?
2.  What percentage of land is threatened by erosion 

and desertification?
3.  Who enacted forestry conversation in 1973?
4.  What are the consequences of lack of environmental 

policies?

Glossary:
Lagging: to be moving  so slow as to fall behind.
Ravage: to destroy or ruin.
At stake: at risk to be won or lost.
Enacted: to make into a law.

Activity 6

Activity 7
Imagine that you are in a position to change environmental laws 
and policies in El Salvador and that you just received the article 
above as a report of the environmental situation in El Salvador.  
Choose one problem as your topic sentence.

Provide a descriptive paragraph around your topic sentence 
explain how you would solve the problem. Be coherent and clear.

Ground water: water beneath the Earth’s surface.
Drastic: acting with force or having a strong effect.
Enforce:  to force people to pay attention or  make people obey.
Decree: an authoritative order having the force of law.
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Enrich your vocabulary
Stydy the list below.  Do you know what these  
words mean?

 recycled    chop down
 waste paper   waste separation
 wind energy   surface
 renewable   purify
 prevention   exhaust fumes

Fill in the blanks below by trying to infer the meanings of the 
words above through the context of the sentences.  

1. This carton is made from __  paper.
2.   Do you know how to do __ by separating glass  

from aluminum?
3.   __ is widely used in South Africa for water pumping.
4.   About 70% of the Earth’s __ is covered with water.
5.   Poor people often __ trees for firewood.
6.   Recycling __ is a favorable method.
7.   A __ energy system converts the energy found in 

sunlight, wind, falling water, waves, geothermal heat, 
or biomass.

8. You can __ water with two chemicals: chlorine 
bleach and iodine.

9. The __ of  litter is very important
10. Over the past month, officers have been stopping  

vehicles in Manchester to test __.

Activity 9
Answer the following the questions with your own information 
in complete sentences.

Activity 8

Glossary:
Recycled: to reuse.
Waste paper: paper discarded as not fit to be used.
Waste separation: to separate your trash from biodegradable, non degradable, glass, 
aluminum and plastic.
Wind energy: when wind is turned into a renewable resource such as electricity .
Surface: the exterior or external layer.

Renewable:  capable of being replaced by natural ecological cycles.
Purify:  to make pure.
Prevention: the act of stopping something from occurring.
Exhaust fumes: poisonous gas that is produced as a byproduct by the engine and 
leaves through a cylinder pipe.
Chop down: to cut by repeated blow of a sharp instrument.

1.   Do you separate your trash from the cans, plastics 
and aluminum?

2.   Do you recycle any of your trash?
3.   What do you do with your biodegradable trash, such 

as food items?
4.   Does your community have a lot of pollution from 

traffic and old cars?
5.   Do people in your community chop down trees to 

have wood for cooking?
6.   Do you drink untreated water or do you   buy 

purified water?
7.   Do you think that you can help prevent 

environmental damage to your country?
8.   Would you like for El Salvador to use wind energy?
9.   Did you know that almost all of El Salvador’s  

surface water is badly contaminated?
10.  Why do you think that the surface water in this 

country is contaminated?
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Time to read
Read the following short story.  Look up any new words 
in a dictionary.  

Raul was helping his cow give birth when he saw those 
men walking across his property for the first time. 
“We’re looking for mines,” they told him. Naturally, he 
responded, “Ah, no, you won’t find any more mines here.  
After the war, all the land mines were removed.” It was 
September, and for the first time the strangers explained 
why they were there: “No, the mines we are looking for 
are gold mines.”

These folks turned out to be a group of employees of  the 
mining company Martinique Minerals of El Salvador, 
which spent more than three months exploring the 
territory in the municipality of Chalatenango. 
Upon learning about the intentions of the strangers, 
community leaders got to work investigating what 
gold mining really entailed. They contacted a bishop 
at a neighboring town who had experience in a mining 
situation in Panama. They got videos, communicated 
with neighboring Guatemalans, contacted environmental 
NGOs, and arrived at a conclusion: Mining is a big 
problem, and they should not let miners operate, explore 
or even visit the zone. 

On September 19th, mine prospectors were expelled from 
the zone. A committee of leaders informed them of the 
decision: “We have made the decision to not permit you to 
work here and the company must suspend the operations.”

But the company persevered. They began to make deals 
to give people employment in their company if they 
would allow them to mine on their .land.   The lure of 
employment promised by Martinique Minerals comes 
like water in the desert.  They began offering 8 dollars for 
four hours of work, just to collect rocks.  

But contrary to the expectations of the company, they are 
facing a lot of obstacles.   Raul says he speaks for everyone 
when he says, “Look, we have paid for these lands with 
our blood. I saw seven members of my family die in one 
night... So many of them gave their lives. Those of us 
who didn’t die in the war are ready to give their last drop 
of blood here if necessary, but we know they will never 
enter. They will never enter.”

Activity 10
Before reading the glossary section, try to infer the meanings of 
the following words.

1.  mines 
2.  allow   
3.  deals   
4.  folks
5.  lure     
6.  ruin  

Activity 11
Answer the following questions based on the previous short story.

1.  Do you believe that when people unite they will 
win? Why?                                    

2. Who did the community leaders contact to get 
information about mining?                                                                                                                 

3.  What did the community do when they found out 
the project was bad? 

4.  Do you know of any other situation where 
communities have acted the same way? When?                                                                                           

5.  Who says they have paid for their land with their blood?

Glossary:
Give birth: to have a baby.
Mine: a pit or excavation in the earth from which mineral substances are taken.
Land mine: an explosive buried under the ground usually activated by the weight 
of a vehicle or a person.
Remove: to change in location.
Entailed: another  way of expressing what will be involved.

Deal: an exchange that is seen to be good and fair.
Allow: to permit.
Lure:  an enticement to pleasure or gain.
Folks: a certain kind of people.
Ruin:  the action of destroying.
Unite: to become one.  
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Language in use
Linking words
Linking words help you to connect ideas and sentences so 
that people can follow your ideas.  Study the table below.

Adding information Contrasting ideas
and but

in addition however
as well as although / even though

also despite / despite the fact that
too In spite of / in spite of the fact that

furthermore nevertheless
moreover nonetheless
apart from while

in addition to whereas
besides in theory / in practice

These linking words help you to add information.  Look 
at the examples below. 

Examples:
On Tuesday Miguel had a busy day.  He went to the store 
and bought some milk. He also bought some eggs, as 
well as some butter.  In addition, he went to the bank.  He 
washed his car that day, too.  Furthermore, Miguel visited 
his grandma.  He took her some cookies.  Apart from 
that, he picked up dinner to take home.  In addition to 
dinner, he bought some dessert.  Despite all that he did 
that day, he did not feel tired at all.  

These linking words help you to contrast ideas.  Look at 
the examples below.

Examples:
I studied for the test, but I do not feel confident about my 
scores.  However, if I make a good grade on my project, I 
will be okay.  Even though my test grade might be bad, I 
still have a chance to make a good grade.  Despite the fact 
that I studied, I still did not understand.  Nevertheless, 
I did the best that I could, so I am okay.  While I was in 
class, I paid attention, whereas a lot of other students did 
not.  In theory, when you pay attention and study, you 
will make a good grade but in practice that is not always 
the case.

Activity 12
Fill in the blanks using the correct linking words.        

 _(1.)_ La Palma is a great place to live, the government 
needs to enforce laws on littering.  You can always find 
plastic bags _(2.)_ other types of trash that people 
throw out bus windows.  _(3.)_, it’s even worse when 
the carnival is here.  _(4.)_ the fact that there are trash 
cans, people continue to throw trash on the ground.  The 
idea of trash cans works a lot better _(5.)_ than it does 
_(6.)_.  I love my city, _(7.)_ I wish that the there were 
stricter laws on littering.  _(8.)_ the problem with trash, 
La Palma is a beautiful place to live. 

Glossary:
Littering: to carelessly throw trash in the street.
Strict: to keep within narrowly specific limits.

 A great technique to use when you first skim a 
passage that you are going to answer questions about 
is to circle all of the linking words. They are the map 
directions in the piece which tell you if the writer is 
continuing straight ahead or changing direction.

What for?
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Activity 13
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate “adding” linking words 
to the sentences below.

1. We discussed pollution, health __ the 
environmental policy.

2. We __ spoke about the health of two cities.
3. We are concerned not only by the pollution but __ 

by the health issues.
4. __ the deforestation, we are concerned by   

the landslides.
5. We are interested in endangered species __  

human health issues.
6. They were concerned __.
7. I, __, was concerned.
8. __ Haiti, we are second most deforested country in 

the world.
9. __Haiti, we are losing forest faster than any other 

Central American country.
10. Environment policies give us an idea of the potential 

benefits. __, they tell us how the government 
works.

Activity 14
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate “contrasting” linking 
words to the sentences below. 

1. The government works hard, __, they still have 
a lot of challenges ahead.  The government works 
hard. __, they still have a lot of challenges ahead.                                            

2.  __ there are environmental laws, they are not 
enforced. __ there being environmental laws, they 
are not enforced.

3.  __ the fact that it is not mandatory to recycle, 
many people do.

4.  The landfill was full, but they kept putting more 
trash in it __.

5.  The environmental clean up project is a great idea.  
__, they aren’t going to finance it.

6.  __El Salvador is behind on proper trash disposal, 
Switzerland is ahead.

7. Global warming has increased, __ environmental 
education has gone down.

8.  __, environmental regulations are great, but __, 
they are often not enforced. 

Lesson core

In this lesson you learned that by using linking 
words you can discuss the current environmental 
situation in your country. Through newspaper, 
television, radio and internet sources, you can 
find information about El Salvador’s  policies 
in regards to preserving the environment.   
Knowing your position on this matter allows 
you to make contrasts between what the 
environmental policies are doing and what you 
believe needs to be done.
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UNIT 2

 

1 3

2 4

RECYCLING ELECTRONICS 

 A newsman went to a rural Chinese village to 
see how they were recycling computers.  When 

he got there, he was surrounded in white 
clouds of poisonous gas. The workers, without 
protection, were  mixing poisonous liquids in 
open barrels, trying to  dissolve the gold out 
of an old computer. They would then  dump 

this toxic sewage directly into the nearby river.                                                                   
With advances in technology a major dilemma 

appears: What to do with used electronic 
equipment? Often it is full of toxic materials. 

“The export of e-waste remains a secret of the 
high-tech revolution,” say environmental groups.  

“A free trade in hazardous waste leaves the 
poorer peoples of the world with a terrible choice 

between poverty and poison - a choice that 
nobody should have to make.”

Answers:

Choose the letter or letters that best answer each question.                                                    

What causes erosion?
a) deforestation 
b) chemical waste                           
c) hurricanes                 
d) mines

Which of the following words 
represents deforestation?
a) clothing   
b) entertainment  
c) electronics  
d) housing

 Which of the following activities 
helps to preserve the environment?
a) spending time with family
b) re-using objects                          
c) losing weight                       
d) clearing roads

Which of the following is a fact about 
El Salvador’s environment?
a) the air quality is good                            
b)  houses are expensive                                                       
c)  farmers cut down trees for   
 fuel wood   
d)  unemployment rate is high

1.  a, d   2. d   3. b   4. c

Glossary:
Newsman: a person that writes articles in the newspaper.
Clouds: in this article means smoke.
Dump: to throw away.

Astronomical: an exaggerated amount that is way above normal.
Lead: a mineral that is dangerous for human consumption.
Export: to send out of the country to other countries.
Hazardous: dangerous. 
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Answer Key

Lesson 1

Activity 1: 1. False  2. False  3.  True  4.  True  5. False   
  6. False

Activity 2: 1. shorter 2. shortest 3. thinnest 4. thinner  
  5. most colorful 6. heavier 7.  lightest  
  8. happier   9. most mysterious    
  10. more energetic

Activity 3: 1.  El Salvador is much smaller than the  
  United States.  2.  San Salvador is the   
  biggest city in El Salvador.  3.  Lempa   
  River is more beautiful than the   
  Acelguate River. 4.  San Miguel is the   
  hottest department in El Salvador.    
  5.  Cuscatlan is the smallest department  
  in El Salvador.  

Activity 4: 1. El Tunco and El Pital 2. El Pital 3. 1 mile  
  4. yes 5. packed with families 6. a cabin   
  7. El Pital  

Activity 5: 1.  When the sky looks cloudy, you are   
  supposed to take an umbrella.  2. If   
  you have the flu, you are supposed to rest  
  and drink juice.  3. When you are   
  lost in the city, you are supposed to ask   
  for directions.  4. When you have   
  an exam, you are supposed to study.    
  5. When the weather is super hot, you   
  are supposed to drink a lot of liquids. 

Activity 6:  1. speed 2. call 3. be 4. natural 5. home    
  6. market  7. ladies  8. money 

Activity 7: higher, lusher, deeper, vaster, rockier   
  more barren, more arid, more fertile,   
  fresher, more slippery, flatter, hillier

Activity 8: Answers may vary.  
Activity 9: 1.  B  2. B  3. A  4. A                                                           
Activity 10: 1.  San Salvador is the busiest city in El   

  Salvador.  2.April is drier thanSeptember.  
  3. El Pital is colder than La Libertad   
  beach.  4. The Santa Ana Volcano   
  is the highest volcano El Salvador.  5.   
  Chalatenango is bigger than San Vicente.                 

Activity 11: 1. Suchitoto and Decamaron 2.Suchitoto  
  3. Decamaron 4. Suchitoto 5.  Suchitoto

Activity 12: 1. high-C  2. clear-E  3. sunny-D  4. dry-B   
  5. hot-A

Activity 13: 1. F    2. E   3.G   4. B  5. A  6. C  7. H  8. D  

Lesson 2

Activity 1: 1. She is tired of the fumes from the cars.   
  2.  No, he says that he feels like he has   
  smoke in his lungs.  3.  She thinks that the  
  city should have more laws.  4.  Joe told her  
  that they do have laws but they are not   
  enforced.  5.  Answers may vary. 

Activity  2: 1. D 2. A  3. B.  4. C  5. E 6. F
Activity 3: 1. smoke stacks  2. transportation  3. raw  

  sewage 4. fertilizer 5. oil spills     
  6. chemical waste 7.  trash   8.  landfills     

Activity 4: 1. a rise in temperature of the Earth   
  2. from greenhouses used to grow  plants  
  3. water  vapor, carbon dioxide, nitrous   
  oxide and methane 4. The earth would   
  become cold  5. the sun  6.  humans,   
  plants, animals 

Activity 5: 1. False 2. True 3. True  4. True 5. False   
  6. False 7. False  8. False 

Activity 6: Answers may vary.  
Activity 7: 1. Excuse me.  2. Please go on.  3. That’s a  

  very good point.  4. Let’s continue this   
  conversation another day.  5. I enjoyed   
  our debate. 

Activity 8: Water: trash, chemical waste, fertilizers,   
  pesticides, landfills, raw sewage, oil spills.   
  Air: smoke, fumes, carbon monoxide.    
  Soil: trash, chemical waste, fertilizers,   
  pesticides, landfills, raw sewage, oil spills.

Activity 9: 1.  exploited 2.  produced 3.  found   4.  lost    
  5.  polluted 6.  seen  7.  thrown  8.  treated   
  9.  checked 10.  protected 

Activity 10: 1. Trash is thrown in the streets. 2.  Plastic  
  bottles are seen at the beach. 3.  Lead is   
  found in contaminated air.    
  4.  Environmentally friendly products are  
  made in industrial countries.  

Activity 11: 1. throw 2. produced 3. clogged 4. found   
  5. produces

Activity 12: 1. Contaminated water is drunk in rural  
  areas. 2. The air is polluted by old buses.   
  3. The Lempa River is used to produce   
  energy.  4. A lot of plastic containers are  
  used in El Salvador.  5. El Impossible Park  
  is protected by the Salvadoran government.  

Activity 13:  Answers may vary.
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Lesson 3
Activity 1: 1. because it is raining  2. the wet season   

  3. He is laying down a tarp to stop   
  erosion.  4. no  5. It was a forest with birds  
  and animals.  

Activity 2: 1. Profit 2.  Desertification 3. Exotic timber  
  4. Rain forest  5. Soil erosion  6. Biodiversity     
  7. Flooding   8. Extinction  9. Climate change

Activity 3: Answers may vary.
Activity 4:   1. natural resources  2. erosion and soil   

  degradarion  3. It removes the protective  
  cover of vegetation that anchors soils and  
  slows water run off 4. sixty-five percent   
  5. Hurricane Mitch

Activity 5: 1. by growing crops 2. grains, maize, beans  
  3. climate change 4. loss of crops   
  5. too much rain

Activity 6: 1. Seashore:  tundra peregrine falcon.    
  Forest: jaguar, giant anteater. Marine:    
  green sea turtle, leatherback turtle,   
  American crocodile.

Activity 7:  1. the police department 2. an accident   
  3. seven days 4. explosive 5. at night   
  6.  a landslide 7. on the hill

Activity 8: 1. trees 2. it feels better 3. Kimberly-Clark  
  and Procter & Gamble 4.  270,000   
  5. 14 billion dollars 6. Canada, Russia, the  
  Balkans, Asia, Latin America 7.  it has lots  
  of bleach 8. it’s harder 

Activity 9: Answers may vary.
Activity 10: 1. stopped 2. have been waiting 3. has   

  noticed  4. has called 5. have been rescued  
  6. helping 7. knows 8. have yelled   
  9.  has heard

Activity 11: 1.  have planted 2.  have burned 3.  has cut  
  4. has turned   5. has disappeared 6.  have  
  threatened 7. have been endangered 8. has  
  slowly  9. has lived 10. have been learning

Activity 12: Answers may vary.

Lesson 4
Activity 1: 1. throwing up, diarrhea, fever 2. stool and  

  blood 3. amoebas 4. contaminated water  
  5. sewage water

Activity 2: Answers may vary.
Activity 3: 1. San Vicente 2. diarrhea 3. intestinal  

  4. ash  5.disappeared  6. capital 7. carbon  
  dioxide 8. respiratory  9. illness 10. genetic  
  11. pollution 12. suffer 

Activity 4: Answers may vary.  

Activity 5: Environmental related: car fumes,   
  parasites, sun exposure, cooking with   
  wood, global warming.  Lifestyle related:   
  car fumes, smoking cigars, over-eating,   
  sun exposure, cooking with wood, fast   
  food, not exercising.

Activity 6: Answers may vary. 
Activity 7: 1. Santa Cruz  2. 725 3. 2,100  4. $1,000   

  5. labor  6. Victor Hernandez     
  7. ADESCO  8. president

Activity 8: Answers may vary. 
Activity 9: 1. You will enjoy dinning at Planes de   

  Menederos.  2.  We will meet to review   
  the test materials.  3.  She won’t come with  
  us tomorrow.  4.  They will buy beans and  
  rice at the market.  5.  I will pass the test.  
  6.  She won’t give up! 7.  Will you be able  
  to come to the birthday party?  

Activity 10: Will you go, will stop, will be, Will you   
  cook, won’t be, will cook, won’t   

Activity 11:  1. A  2. B  3. B  4. C  5. A  
Activity 12:  1. A  2. B  3. A 4. A

Lesson 5

Activity 1:  Answers may vary.
Activity 2:  weapon control in public areas, speed   

  control on public road, immigration   
  border control, piracy control, tax breaks  
  on teachers

Activity 3:  Answers may vary.
Activity 4:  Answers may vary.
Activity 5:  1. B  2. A  3. D  4. C  5. E
Activity 6:  1. environmental legislation in El Salvador   

  2.  75%  3. the Salvadoran government    
  4. forest depletion, loss of soil fertility,   
  contaminated groundwater resources and  
  drastic loss of native flora and fauna

Activity 7:  Answers may vary.
Activity 8:   1.  recycled 2. waste separation 3. Wind   

  energy  4. surface  5. chop down 6. waste  
  paper  7. renewable 8. purify  9. prevention  
  10.  exhaust fumes

Activity 9:  Answers may vary. 
Activity 10:  Answers may vary. 
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Hands on!

Purpose
With this project, you will be able to take all of the steps necessary in developing and implementing your own 
environmental reforestation project.  You will decide where to plant trees, who will help you, and where to look for 
funds.  You will make lists as pre-writing strategies in order to write an environmental education paper and a proposal for 
funds.  At the end of this unit, you will be able to start your own small projects.

Theory and practice 
The different phases of the unit 2 project (from Hands on! 2A to Hands on! 2D) gave you ideas on how start and 
develop your reforestation project.  With the different project phases, you should have kept track of key elements and 
concepts to have a clear picture of how your project will become a reality. 

Development
You should have noticed that when answering different activity contents, you were obtaining the basic concepts on how to 
use appropriate grammar accurately and coherently.  You also became better informed on environmental issues and should 
now feel a real desire to make a difference for the health and environment of your community.  
Remember the activities that you were asked design?  In lesson 1, Hands on! 2A asked for you to make a list of places.  
Lesson 1 activities helped to prepare you with the use of comparatives and superlatives, which are the key ingredients 
to express opinions. Lesson 2 activities helped you to identify your attitude towards the environment.  Hands on! 2B 
asked you to make another list of people who might be interested in helping with the project and to prepare a short oral 
presentation to teach others about the environmental issues that you have learned throughout the lessons.  Hands on! 2C 
asked you to make a list of organizations that might help provide funds for the project.  Lesson 4 activities taught you how to 
make predictions about the future, which is an important part of explaining to others how your projects will benefit others.  
Lesson 4 also showed you how to make a fundraising proposal.  Lesson 5 activities showed you how to link and direct your 
ideas.  These activities provided you with a good background to be able to perform your project efficiently.

Wrap up
A project should always be well thought out.  You will need various pre-writing strategy techniques before you begin 
to write your proposals or speeches.   It is also important to know how to delegate.  Project development is best done 
as a group, with each person taking an important role.  Now that you have successfully completed this project, you 
can make a list of other changes that you would like to make in your community.  

“My community project”

Activity 11: 1.  Answer may vary. 2.  a bishop and   
  environmental NGOs 3. They expelled the  
  mine prospectors from the zone.  4.  Answer  
  may vary. 5.  Raul

Activity 12:  1. Although  2. and  3. furthermore/   
  moreover/ in addition  4. despite/ in spite of   
  5. in theory  6. in practice  7. but  8. Despite

Activity 13:   1.  and 2. also  3. also 4. In addition to/   
  Apart from/ Besides 5. in addition to/ and    
  6. too  7.  too 8.  Besides  9. Apart from    
  10. In addition 

Activity 14:  1. however,  Nevertheless 2. In spite of  the  
  fact/ despite the fact/ although,  Despite/  
  in spite of  3.  In spite of   4.  nevertheless   
  5.  However/ Nevertheless  6.  While   
  7. whereas   8.  In theory, in practice 



Resources

For the use of an online dictionary:

http://dictionary.reverso.net/english-spanish/ 
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary

For additional help with grammar:

www.longman.com 
www.englishsuccess.com 

For the complete article on Pompeii:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pompeii 
For more facts about El Salvador: 
http://worldfacts.us/El-Salvador-geography.htm

For more on the greenhouse effect: 

http://epa.gov
http://epa.gov/climatechange/kids/greenhouse.html

For more on the deforestation of El Salvador:

http://rainforests.mongabay.com/deforestation/2000/El_Salvador.htm
http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Americas/El-Salvador-ENVIRONMENT.html
http://www.rain-tree.com/facts.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe 
www.mongobay.com 
http://news.mongabay.com/2005/1004-el_salvador.html 

For more on endangered species: 

http://devon.freepgs.com/2006/09/extinctions-in-recent-history.php
For more on strange and interesting traditions around the world: 
http://www.trifter.com/Africa/Strange-Traditions-of-the-World-You-Probably-Didn’t Know-About.91665

For the full article on mines:

http://www.minesandcommunities.org/article.php?a=1422

For more information about e-waste:

http://www.tufts.edu/tuftsrecycles/electronics.html#article1

For more information contained in the “Language in use”:

Basic English Grammar  by Prentice Hall Regents.   
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