ENGLISH
Unit

3

My family

Objectives:
At the end of the unit you will be able to:
Interpret oral and written language related to personal biographical
information, family ties, customs, traditions, postal services and
telephone conversations by reading and listening to diverse sources
to communicate with others.
Produce spoken and written language by using acquired vocabulary
and structures related to personal biographical information,
family ties, and customs, traditions, postal services and telephone
conversations in order to exchange ideas about the value of family
and traditions.

VERSIÓN PRELIMINAR

Unit 3
My Family

Listening

Grammar

Speaking

Vocabulary

Reading

Pronunciation

Writing

Lesson 1

Lesson 2

Lesson 3

Lesson 4

Lesson 5

Personal
biographical
information

Family ties

Customs and
traditions

Postal services

Telephone
conversations

Unit Guidelines
This unit will teach you how to talk about personal biographical information, family ties, and Salvadoran customs
and traditions. You will also learn about postal services in El Salvador and telephone conversations.

Introduction: Hands on!
In the unit 3 project, you will choose a family member or a friend that lives in a foreign country and write a letter to
that person. The project will be called “Keeping in touch”. In this project you will learn how to write and address
a letter. You will ask about your family member or friend’s life, about new traditions or customs that person is
experiencing and about that person’s family. You will also describe your life. You will understand the reasons why
we need to have good communication with our family members and friends. The goal of this project is that you will
incorporate the objectives of this unit, learn to write a letter, learn to properly address a letter, and understand the
importance of communication with family members and friends.
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Lesson1

Unit Three

Getting started!

How long have you lived here?

Have you ever visited your relatives or friends in
the States?
Have you ever visited an English speaking country?
What have been your most rewarding achievements?

Achievement indicators

I can report personal biographical information with
grammatical accuracy.

I can successfully identify personal biographical information in
audio sources.
I can successfully scan a text for specific biographical data.

Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following conversation. Look up
any new words in a dictionary.
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:

Hey, that’s a good picture. Who is that guy beside
you, Doris? He is kind of cute.
That’s funny! Don’t you remember my younger
cousin Kevin?
Oh my gosh! I didn’t recognize him at all! Where
was the picture taken?
That’s a park in Boston.
It looks like a nice place to live. It’s very clean there.
Yeah, he says that it’s a good place.
How long has he lived there?
He has lived there for about ten years now.
That’s a pretty long time. Does he come back 		
to visit?
No, he hasn’t yet. But he is supposed to come back
home for Christmas this year.
Really? That’s great!
I am so excited. I haven’t seen him in forever.
Give me his email address. I am going to add him
to my messenger right now so we can chat.
Sure! Here it is…

Activity

1

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
Who lives in Boston?
How long has he lived there?
Who is Doris?
Has she seen Kevin lately?
5. Has Kevin changed since he left?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Activity

2

Use your imagination and add three more things that have
happened in Kevin’s or Doris’ life. Write in complete sentences.

Glossary:
Beside: next to.
Oh my gosh: a common expression that shows exclamation.
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UNIT 3
Enrich your vocabulary
Think about the following ideas and relate them to yourself.
What does the word “direction” mean?
When is “direction” important?
What is the difference between a seed and a
homing pigeon?
Do you think that some people have more
“direction” than others do?
Is this because they have goals?
What does the word “goal” mean?
What is a homing pigeon’s “goal”?
Do you know any people who have important “goals”?
What are your goals?

4

Activity

Fill in the blanks with the verbs given below to create examples
of accomplishments. Make sure that you use the correct tense
of the verbs.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

travel

be

have

learn

buy

help

open

read

I’ve __ to speak a little English.
The jobs I’ve __ are related with what I’ve studied.
I’ve __ my family over the past couple of years.
I’ve __ to foreign countries.
I’ve __ a small home.
I have __ my own store.
I have __ a good role model in my family and in my
community.
I have __one book every month for the past year.

Activity

5

Think about all of the goals that you want to accomplish
over the next ten years. Now, imagine that it is ten years later.
Write down a list of your accomplishments.

3

Activity

Make a list of three main accomplishments that you have
achieved in your life. Use complete sentences.

Don’t forget!
Achievements are not only things that you can
physically touch or see, like a diploma hanging on your
wall, but they can also be concepts such as “I have raised
an obedient child”. Sometimes the achievements that
seem the smallest are the most important.
Glossary:
Direction: a direct course of thought or action.
Seed: the grain or ripened ovule of plants.
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Homing pigeon: a racing pigeon trained to return home.
Goals: the end toward which effort is directed.
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UNIT 3
Time to read
Read the following biography about Manlio Argueta.
Look up any new words in a dictionary.
Manlio Argueta was born in San Miguel, El Salvador on
November 24, 1935. He says that his imagination as a
child helped him to become a poet. As a teenager he
loved to read world literature and that strongly influenced
him. At the age of 13 he began his writing career as a
poet. Although he was unknown for a long time, he did
win a national prize for his poetry in 1956. This gained
him some recognition among Salvadoran and Central
American poets. Argueta soon became a member of the
“Committed Generation”. Many of his writings criticized
the government and because of that he was exiled to
Costa Rica in 1972. He was not able to return to El
Salvador until the 1990s. Currently Argueta lives in El
Salvador where he holds the position of director of the
National Public Library.

6

Activity

Use the biography above to decide whether the following
statements are true or false.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Argueta was born in San Salvador.
He was well known for his art.
He lived in exile in Costa Rica.
He was well known by many Europeans.
He currently works for the National Public Library.
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Activity

7

Choose the correct answer based on the previous biography.
1.

He claims that his childhood __ helped him to
become a poet.
A. friends
B. family
C. pets
D. imagination

2.

The reason why he was not allowed to live in 		
El Salvador was because __.
A. he was a criminal
B. he criticized the government
C. he didn’t pay his taxes
D. he was not really from El Salvador

3.

He was known for being a member of the __.
A. Champion Poets of El Salvador
B. General Commitments
C. Committed Generation
D. Generation X

4.

In 1956 he __.
A. came back to El Salvador
B. turned 13 years old
C. won a national award
D. left for Costa Rica

5.

As a teenager he loved to read __.
A. romance novels
B. the newspaper
C. academic papers
D. world literature
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UNIT 3

Conversation and more

9

Activity

Listen to the biography about Jose Antonio Cortez.

Review the words in the box below that have been taken directly
from the biography and list the ones that are related to goals.

8

born

determination

ambition

enjoy

success

talent

play

strength

moved

valued

role model

excel

young

recognized

inmigrant

Activity

Listen to the biography again and fill in the blanks to
the statements below.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Jose Cortez moved to the United States as a __ and
young immigrant with his __.
He showed a lot of __ and __
He was recognized for his __ when playing football.
Oregon State University __ him as a student.
He was given an __ for being the most valuable player.
He started to play __for the Dallas Cowboys.
He is one of America’s favorite __ players.
Not very many people get the chance to play in the
__ but Cortez did.
He is very __ and __.
He is a __ for anyone that has a dream and the
desire to accomplish it.

What for?
It is important to be able to identify the
characteristics of a successful person. That way you
can adopt their positive characteristics and apply
them in your own life.
Glossary:
Strength: capacity for exertion or endurance.
Recognize: to acknowledge formally.
Enjoy: to take pleasure or satisfaction in.
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Activity

10

Think of someone from your family or community that you
consider to be successful. Write a list of at least five of his or
her achievements.

Hands on! 3A
In the first part of your project, you will choose a
relative or a friend that lives in a foreign country
whom you would like to write and send a letter to.
Begin by writing an outline of some interesting
things that you have done this year and then ask
what he/she has been doing this year. The present
perfect tense will be included.
Excel: surpass in accomplishment or achievement.
Awarded: to give for being deserved.
Success: favorable or desired outcome.
Dream: a strongly desired goal or purpose.
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UNIT 3
Language in use
Present perfect
The present perfect tense expresses an action that is still going on or that stopped recently but has an influence on the
present. It puts emphasis on the result. The present perfect is formed with: have + past participle.
Positive statement Negative statement
Question
Answers
You have spoken. You have not spoken. Have you spoken? Yes, I have.
No, I haven’t.
He has spoken.
He has not spoken.
Has he spoken?
Yes, he has.
No, he hasn’t.

The present perfect is used when the time period has not
finished. You can use present perfect when you want to
talk about unfinished activities.
Example:
I have seen three movies this week.
		
(The week has not finished yet.)
The present perfect is often used when the time is not
mentioned.
Example:
Juan has passed his test again.
The present perfect is often used when the time is recent.
Example:
Lucas has just arrived in the United States.
The present perfect is often used with “for” and “since”.
Examples: Julie has lived here for 20 years.
			
Alex has lived here since 1977.

11

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of present perfect for
each question.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Activity

Activity

I __ today. (not / work)
We __ a new computer. (buy)
We __ plans for vacation yet. (not / make)
Where __ staying in El Salvador? (be / you)
He __ five new songs for his band. (write)
She __ her grandma in a long time. (not / see)
__ at the town meeting tonight? (be / you)
School __ yet. (not/ start)
__ to his boss about a raise? (write)
No, he __ the time yet. (not / have)
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12

Write answers for the following questions using complete
sentences. Use the clues in the box below.
geography
in my office
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

San Salvador
with my family
Norma and Karla

three months
pretty good

How long have you practiced martial arts?
How have your grades been in English?
Where have you been all this time?
Who have you dated this year?
What have you studied in the States?
Where do you keep your important documents?
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Conversation and more

Don’t forget!

Listen to and read the following conversation between
two friends chatting online.
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:

A:
B:

Hey! How are you? It’s so rare to find you online,
Kevin!
Yeah, I know. I stay busy all of the time. But I’m
good, and how about you?
I’m good, too. Just studying and working. Your
cousin Doris told me you’ll be here for Christmas.
Is that true?
Yes, as a matter of fact, I’m searching the web right
now for cheap tickets.
That’s great! It will be good to see you again.
And good to see you, too! Doris has told me there
are some very cool places to go dancing.
That’s true. How long will you stay?
Well, I’ll probably stay a couple of months and
relax. I’ve already accomplished most of my goals.
Really? That must feel good.
It does feel good. I’ve worked very hard to pay my
debts and support my parents.
Doris mentioned that you paid for your younger
brother’s education, too.
Yes, he is a dentist now!
Wow, you have been such a blessing for your family.
And they have been for me, too. That is why I am
ready to come home and be with them. Wait! I
think I just found something. Yes! I found a
great deal.
That’s wonderful! I’ll let you go so that you can get
your ticket. I’ll look for you tomorrow.
Alright. I’ll be online tomorrow. Take care.

Signal words of the present perfect tense are: already, ever,
just, never, not yet, so far, until now.

Activity

Answer the following questions about the previous conversation.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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Has Kevin gotten online lately? Why?
What is Kevin doing right now?
Who has paid for Kevin’s brother’s education?
What have been Kevin’s accomplishments?
Has Kevin found his ticket yet?

Activity

14

Look at the following list of goals that Kevin hasn’t
accomplished yet. Make sentences with them.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Glossary:
Web: refers to the internet.
Debt: a state of owing.
Support: to promote the interests or cause of.

13

Have a better job (apply)
Buy a new house (save)
Learn a third language (study)
Get in better shape (exercise)
Grow spiritually (attend church)

Blessing: a thing conducive to happiness or welfare.
Deal: refers to when you find a bargain.
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15

Activity

Complete the following short conversations using the correct
tense of the verbs given below.
Have you ever __ (be) to a picnic at the beach?
B: Yes, I __ (have). It was fun!

1. A:

Did you __ (have) dinner at home last night?
B: No, I __ (do not). I __ (go) out for dinner.

2. A:

Have you __ (try) sushi?
B: No, I __ (have not), but I’d like to.

Activity

Answer the following questions in complete sentences. Then
write four more similar questions using “did you” and
“have you”.
Did you make any goals this new year?
Did you quit any bad habits?
3. Have you ever wanted to travel?
4. Have you ever met someone famous?
1.
2.

Activity

3. A:

Did you __ (have) breakfast this morning?
B: Yes, I __ (do). I __ (eat) a huge breakfast.

4. A:

Have you ever __ (eat) at a Mexican restaurant?
B: Yes, I __ (have). The food was delicious!
A:

17

Complete the following sentences with your own 		
biographical information.
1.
2.

5.

16

3.
4.
5.

I have __ brothers and __ sisters.
I was born in __.
I have always wanted to study __.
I have always wanted to travel to __.
I have visited __. It was __ .

Lesson core
In this lesson you have successfully identified
specific personal vocabulary by listening to a
biography. You have listened to specific personal
information while reading biographies. You have
reviewed how to use the present perfect tenses
and can talk about habits with the correct usage
of “used to” and “would”. You have also learned
the importance of having goals and direction in
life.
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UNIT 3

Self evaluation
Choose the letter or letters that best answer each question.
Which of the following choices below is
an example of a goal?
a) brush my teeth
b) lose weight
c) take a bath
d) brush my hair

4

Which of the following choices below
is not an example of a goal?
a) eat dinner
b) make good grades
c) quit smoking
d) study hard

2. c 			

Which of the following words
describes a motivated person?
a) procrastinate
b) late
c) ambitious
d) lazy

3

1. b, d 			

3. b 			

2

Which of the following words is not
related to achievement?
a) graduation		
b) unemployed
c) awarded
d) lazy

Answers:

1

4. a

TRUE STORY OF SUCCESS
As a young man Chris Gardner became a salesman
and supported his wife and son. Because of new
technology he lost his job and all of his money. His
wife left him. One day Chris saw a man get out of
an expensive car. He went up to ask what the man
did. The man told Chris that he was a stock broker.
Even though Chris had no job, no money, and no
home, he did have his son. And his son gave him a
lot of motivation. Chris began to study to be a stock
broker. While they were homeless, Chris passed his
exam. Chris got a job as a stock broker and worked
very hard. After a short time, Chris started his own
company. This man had a dream, made goals and
worked hard towards them. He became his own
success story.

Glossary:
Salesman: an occupation where one sells products.
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Stock broker: a person who buys percentages of growing companies.
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Lesson 2

Unit Three

How are you related?

Getting started!

Do you have a close knit family?

How often do you see your family?
Is your family special to you?

Achievement indicators

I can write a narrative paragraph with correct use of tenses and
coherence.

I can clearly recognize vocabulary related to family ties in audio sources.

Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following conversation. Look up
any new words in a dictionary.
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:

A:
B:

A:

What did you get from your family in the States
for Christmas this year, Ana?
All kinds of stuff, including this DVD. Here, let
me play it for you, Rene.
Wow! Your family looks like they’re straight out of a
movie. They look beautiful! What was the event?
It’s my niece’s wedding. The whole family got
together to celebrate.
Which niece? Your family is so big.
My niece Martha. Do you remember her? She
was four years old when she left for the States.
Man! Time flies! Look at her. She’s so tall and
pretty. Who are the people in the line waiting to
hug her?
Let me see. Some of them are her husband’s
relatives. There is my sister and my brother-in-law.
They are so happy for their daughter. Oh, and
the older man and woman in blue are my parents.
They all look very happy.
They are. We are a very united family. Even
though they are so far away, they call us and check
in with us. They helped us a lot financially when
our house was damaged by the 2001 earthquake.
It is a blessing to have such a united family. I wish
that mine was like that.

Activity

1

Answer the following questions about the conversation.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What did Ana get from her relatives for Christmas?
What is the DVD about?
Do you think that Ana’s family is united?
How old was Martha when she left for the States?
What happened to their house?
How did the family help?

Glossary:
Wedding: a marriage ceremony usually with its accompanying festivities.
Time flies: expresses how quick the time goes by.
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UNIT 3

Enrich your vocabulary
There are many vocabulary words to describe relationships
between people.
Listen to and repeat each word out loud.
impatient		
complaining 			
close			
difficult 			
challenging 			
generous 			
annoying			
caring 			

patient		
dependable
distant
relaxed
fun
comfortable
stressful
rude

Activity

3

How are you related? Complete the sentences below.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

uncle
mother-in-law
grandparents
cousin
I am
sister
nephew
brother-in-law
parents
aunt

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J

My __ is my mom’s daughter.
My __ is my uncle’s son.
My__ is my sister’s husband.
My__ is my wife’s mom.
My__ are my father’s parents.
___ my wife’s husband.
My __ is my mom’s sister.
My __ is my father’s brother.
My __ are my sister’s parents.
My __ is my brother’s son.

Activity

4

Use one word to describe your relationship with the following
family members.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2

Activity

6.

your mom		
your dad		
your brother/sister
your aunt 		
your uncle		
your niece/nephew

your cousin
8. your grandmother
9. your grandfather
10. your brother/sister-in-law
11. your husband/wife
12. your mother/ father-in-law
7.

Put the previous list of vocabulary words into the correct category.
Positive description words Negative description words

What for?
This vocabulary is important to know so that
when people ask you questions regarding your
relationships with others, you will have the ability
to describe those relationships.
Glossary:
Close: intimate or familiar.
Difficult: hard to deal with or understand.
Annoying: irritating.
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Complaining: refers to someone that only expresses discontent.
Stressful: refers to the relationship never being easy or that has constant problems.
Versatile: having many uses.
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UNIT 3
Time to read
Read the following passage about why family is
important. Look up any new words in a dictionary.
Our families hold the keys to understanding and
appreciating ourselves. Who can relate better to us than
our own brother or sister who have shared so many
experiences with us? Who can love us more selflessly than
our own mother or father who have sacrificed daily for
so many years to raise us? The better we understand our
parents and siblings the better we understand ourselves.
Family is important because we are important and we
need a group of loyal supporters. It matters what we
think and feel and nobody cares more about us than the
members of our families - at least, that’s how it should
be and it starts with us. The better we are to our spouses,
children, parents or siblings, the more they will want to
be better to us.
When we can count on each other and lean on each
other, family works. If we waltz in on family when
it’s good for us and run out when it’s bad for us, then
we’re not doing our part and will not find fulfillment
there or elsewhere. Family is not only for our pleasure
or entertainment but for all facets of life: for better or
for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in
health, until death do us part - we need a family and that
family needs us. When we support our families, we find
ourselves supported.

Activity

5

Choose the letter that best answers the questions according to
the previous passage.
1.

Our families hold the keys to __ .
A. a healthier life 			
B. understanding and appreciating ourselves
C. having economic support
D. staying young and vibrant for many years

2.

Families are important because we need a group 		
of __ .
A. people to cook our meals
B. get their food from a waiter
C. live in servants
D. loyal supporters

3.

Who cares about us more than our family?

A. our neighbors			
B. our friends
C. the president		
D. no one
4.

When we are good to our family, they are __ .
A. mean 		
B. never satisfied
C. challenging			
D. good to us

5.

We should be there for our family during __ .
A. the good and the bad times
B. times of boredom
C. the good times			
D. the holiday season

6.

When we support our family, they will __ .

A. be ungrateful			
B. support us
C. ask for more			
D. be unsatisfied
Glossary:
Keys: something that gives an explanation or identification.
Shared: to use, experience, or enjoy with others.
Selfless: having no concern for oneself.
Sacrifice: to suffer loss or give up.
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Siblings: individuals having one common parent.
Supporters: one that supports.
Fulfillment: satisfaction.
Facets: any of the definable aspects that make up a subject .
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Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following short conversations
carefully, and then repeat them out loud. Look up any
new words in a dictionary.

Conversation 1
A:
B:

Hey, have you seen my dad, Consuelo?
Yeah, Andres, I think he is over there talking to
our grandma.

Conversation 2
A:
B:

Your niece is so beautiful, Adriana.
Yes, she is. You make beautiful babies, Bernice.

Activity

Decide if the following statements are true or false based on the
short conversations.
Consuelo and Andres are husband and wife.
Consuelo and Andres are cousins.
Bernice and Adriana are sisters.
Bernice and Adriana are mother and daughter.
Carlos and Marcy are brother and sister.
Carlos is Maria’s brother.
Carlos and Marcy are husband and wife.
8. Maria is Carlos’s daughter.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Conversation 3
Carlos, your mom is calling you on the phone.
Okay, tell Maria to talk to her grandmother for a
minute while I get dressed please, Marcy.
A: Maria, come say hi to your grandmother.
C: Okay, mom, I will be right there!

7

Activity

A:
B:

8

Put the following statements in the correct order to
make conversations.

Conversation 1

__ Yes, of course I can!
__ We are having dinner together on Friday night,
can you come?
__ Bye, mom. I love you.
__ Hey, wait just a minute.
__ Yeah?

Conversation 2

6

Activity

__ No, I am not interested.
__ I’m watching television.
__ Go ask your mom, son. I am enjoying my show.
__ Do you want to go to the park?
__ But you always watch television.
__ You’re never interested in going to the park with
me. What are you doing?

Make a list of five people in your family. Next to their names
write 1-2 sentences describing your relationship with them.
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UNIT 3
Time to read
Read the poem below about family ties. Look up any
new words in a dictionary.

My precious family ties
Family ties are precious things
woven through the years,
of laughter, love and tears.
Family ties are cherished things
forged in childhood days,
by love of parents deep and true,
by tradition, by family ways.
Family ties are treasured things
and far though we may roam,
the tender bonds with those we love
still pull our hearts toward home.
~Unknown

Activity

9

Choose the letter that best answers the following questions about
the poem.
1.

What are “family ties” according to the poem?

A. great things
B. hard things
C. expensive things
D. precious things
2.

3.

What aspect of life does “laughter” refer to?
A. smiling
B. good times
C. bad times
D. living
What do “tears” refer to?

A. funny times
B. school times
C. difficult times
D. wet times

Hands on! 3B

4.

At what point, according to the author, are family
ties cherished?
A. in the house
B. in adolescence days
C. in childhood days
D. every afternoon

5.

What does “pull our hearts home when we are far” mean?
A. the bonds with our family
B. the old house
C. the goods 		
D. the river

In the second part of your project, you will write a
list of all the things that you want to know about the
recipient of your letter. You can ask questions about
their life, job, family, or if they are happy. Then you will
write a list of the things that you want them to know
about you. Share information about your life, your job,
your family, etc.

Glossary:
Woven: to form (cloth) by interlacing strands.
Cherished: to hold dear feel or show affection for.
Forge: to form (as metal) by heating and hammering.
Childhood: the state or period of being a child.
Treasured: to hold or keep as precious.
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Roam: to go from place to place without purpose or direction.
Tender: marked by, responding to, or expressing the softer emotions.
Bonds: something that binds or restrains.
Unknown: not known or not well known.
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UNIT 3
Language in use
Questions with how long / how many / how often
How long…?
…is used to ask questions about amounts or
periods of time.

Examples:

How long have you been waiting?
Only for a minute or two.
How long have they been married?
For more than 25 years! A long time!
How much longer can you stay?
Not much longer. I need to be home soon.
…is also be asked about the measure of length.

Example:

How many times…?
…is used when you are asking about a specific number of
occasions something has happened.

Examples:

How many times have you seen that movie?
At least 4 times!
How many times did you visit your grandmother last summer?
Almost every weekend.
How many times did the phone ring last night?
About 20 times I think.
How many times have I told you not to play in
my garden?
A few times.

How long do you want your hair?
Below my shoulders.
How often…?
…is more versatile and is used more frequently than “How many
times…?”.
When you use this construction, you are asking about how
frequently something happens. Unlike ‘How many times…?”
which usually refers to past occasions, “How often…?” is used to
refer to past, present and future situations.

Examples:
How often do you plan to visit your mom this summer?
As often as possible, at least once a week or more.
How often do you plan on going out to eat?
About once a month.

10

Activity

Write corresponding questions to the following answers using
“how long”, “how many”, or “how often”.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Our trip was about two weeks long.
I speak English pretty often now that I am studying it.
The last time I saw my grandpa I was four years old.
I have two children.
We go to the movies about once a month.
I have class three days a week.
Class is about two hours long.
I sent a card to my family in the States about once a year.
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Activity

11

Fill in the blank with the appropriate use of “how long”, “how
many”, or “how often”.
How __ brothers and sisters do you have?
How __ times do you travel to the States each year?
How __do you see you sister?
How __do you have family reunions?
How __ago did you start working on your project?
How __did your vacation last?
7. How __is your boat?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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UNIT 3

12

Activity

Match the following questions on the left with the answers on the right.
Questions
How often do you visit your grandmother?

1
2
3

6
7

How much longer until you get off of work?

G

8

How many times does your wife call you in a day?

H

9

How well do know your neighbors?

I

10 How good are you at keeping in touch with
distant friends?

13

Activity

Answer the questions below with your own information.
2.
3.
4.
5.

B
C

How much time do you spend with your sister?
How long do you plan on staying on vacation
this year?
How many times a year does your brother visit?
How often do you eat dinner with your family in
a week?
How much time do you spend with your children?

4
5

1.

A

How often do you get up early in the morning?
How many phone calls have you made since Sunday?
How often have you driven your car to work?
How much money have you spent this week?
How long have you studied English?
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D
E
F

J

Answers
We will probably stay at least two weeks
at the beach.
I won’t get off until 5 p.m.
I spend time with my granny every week.
He normally visits at least once a year.
She doesn’t call me at work unless there
is an emergency.
My sister and I spend at least a few hours
a week together, sometimes more.
When I get home from work, I spend at
least an hour with them at the park.
We know each other very well. We are
very good friends.
I try to keep in touch with them. It is a lot
easier with the internet.
We eat together every night, and
sometimes we all go out to eat together.

Don’t forget!
Remember what you have learned. The more you reach out
to someone, the more they will reach back towards you.

Lesson core
In this lesson you have reviewed useful vocabulary
needed to identify family relations. You listened to
audio and successfully identified specific vocabulary
related to family ties. An introduction to descriptive
vocabulary allows you to explain the kind of
relationship that you have with your family. You
also have learned the importance of having a good
relationship with your family. You demonstrated
the ability to write a narrative paragraph using
correct verb tenses. And, you can now ask questions
regarding time, amount and measurement using
“how long”, “how often”, and “how many”.
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UNIT 3

Self evaluation
Choose the letter or letters that best answer each question or statement.

1

Which of the following words negatively
describe a relationship?
a) flexible		
b) complaining
c) patient
d) distant

3

Your uncle’s brother is your ___.
a) brother
b) dad
c) grandfather
d) cousin

2

Which of the following words positively
describe a relationship?
a) trusting
b) annoying
c) fun
d) difficult

4

Your mother’s daughter is your ___.
a) sister
b) cousin
c) niece
d) grand daughter

Answers:

1. b, d 			

2. a, c

		

3.b

		

4. a

FAMILY TIES IN AFRICA
Did you know that in Africa people live together in
groups, like communities, but under the agreement that
everyone in that community is considered to be like
family? The people there help out other members in
their groups, or more commonly known as their “tribes”,
and they make a more efficient society. One can only
wonder what incorporating some of these techniques
would mean to our own Western culture today. We may
not need these methods for survival, but perhaps it
would benefit us in a more spiritual way to be connected
to and truly invested in the lives of our neighbors.
How do you think life would be today in El Salvador
if we treated each other with the same values and
love that a family should have?
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Unit Three

Getting started!

How do you celebrate in your home?

Did you know that El Salvador has many

interesting customs?
Do you have any bad habits that you would like
to change?
Do you celebrate Christmas?
Do you celebrate holidays with your family?

Achievement indicators

I can talk about habits in the past with the correct usage of used to
and would.

I can talk about customs and traditions with respect, using adequate
vocabulary and grammatical accuracy.

Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following conversation below.
Look up any new words in a dictionary. Identify what
Victor has missed the most.
A:
B:
A:
B:

A:
B:

A:
B:

So, how does it feel to be back home again, Victor?
It’s very exciting and strange. Things have
changed so much. Before I left, the community
was a lot smaller and had more trees.
Yeah, I bet you have a lot of memories of this place,
don’t you?
Tons! I spent my entire childhood here. One of
my best memories is when I learned how to swim.
My brother Jose would chase me around the
fishing hole.
Do your old friends still live around here?
Yes! I found a few of them that are still around.
We have been talking about how we used to get
so excited around this time of year. We would get
dressed up and stroll around the community in
the afternoon. Then light fire crackers at night. It
was a blast.
This is a special time of year to be with friends and
family. It is fun to remember the past and all of the
things we used to do.
Definitely. My old friends and I used to have so
much fun together. We used to do everything
together. It was great to be so young!

Glossary:
Fishing hole: a small body of water made from a river or stream.
Stroll: to walk in a leisurely or carefree manner.
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Activity

1

Answer the following questions about the conversation. Use
complete sentences.
How did Victor describe his community?
2. Which memory has always stayed with Victor?
3. What did he do for fun with his friends?
4. What time of year is it?
1.

Blast: an enjoyable and exciting experience.
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UNIT 3
Enrich your vocabulary
Each picture below represents a custom. Study the following
list. Do any of these customs exist in El Salvador?

2

Activity

Try to guess the country of each of the customs. Add three
more customs.

Don’t forget!
There is a difference between a tradition and a custom.
A tradition is normally a religious celebration that is
observed by many people such as Christmas. A custom
is a practice followed by people of a particular group or
regions, like shooting fireworks on Christmas is a custom
of El Salvador but not a custom in the United States.

What for?
The more that you understand other cultures
and traditions, the easier it becomes to accept
different people and respect their culture.

Activity

3

Match the holidays below with their definitions.
1 “Fiestas Agostinas”
2 Day of the Cross

A The day that independence was achieved from Spain in 1821.
B A celebration that is linked with the rainy season. People hang fruit and
flowers on a cross in the front of their homes.

3 Independence Day

C A week long festival in the celebration of the Divino Salvador del
Mundo, the patron of El Salvador.
D The celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.
E A day in which most people visit the tombs of their loved ones.

4 Christmas
5 Day of the Dead
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Time to read
Read the following passage. Look up any new words in
a dictionary.
What was Christmas like seventy years ago? Well, it
was nothing like it is today, but to me it was so much
better. All year long my mother would save every piece of
colored wrapping paper. At Christmas she would let us
kids cut that paper into little strips. We would glue them
together with a paste made from flour and water and
we would make chains to decorate the house. For our
Christmas tree, we would go to the forest and cut down
a small tree covered in berries and holly. There was never
any need to decorate it. We never hung stockings up on
the mantel.
At Christmas time only, mom would make a fresh
coconut cake, and we would let Santa have the first
piece with a glass of milk. Mom would also make
sweet potato pies, peanut brittle and popcorn balls.
Somehow our parents always managed to find enough
money to buy us something. The toys were simple, a
handmade doll or games drawn on cardboard. Our
presents were always something that we needed.
Christmas was so simple then and so much fun, but most
of all, it was so loving. There was no TV, no radio, no
newspapers and no one tried to outdo their neighbor.

Glossary:
Wrapping paper: bright, colorful paper used to wrap gifts.
Strips: a long narrow piece of something.
Chains: a number of links or loops joined together in a line.
Berries: any small, juicy fruit with seeds and soft pulp.
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Activity

4

Answer the following questions using complete sentences.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

How did the children decorate their home 		
for Christmas?
What kind of cake did the writer’s mother make
every year?
Describe the tree that was used for Christmas.
What kinds of toys did they receive?
What are the three adjectives that are used to
describe Christmas by the writer?

Activity

5

Make a list of at least five of the customs that you find in the
reading passage.

Activity

6

Write a paragraph about how you celebrate Christmas in
your home. Include in your paragraph any contrasts or
comparisons to the reading passage above.

Holly: a small tree with shiny, sharp pointed leaves and red berries.
Peanut brittle: old fashioned candy made with peanuts.
Outdo: when someone wants to make himself/herself look better than
someone else.
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Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following conversation carefully,
and then repeat it out loud.
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:

B:
A:
B:

A:
B:
A:

Happy New Year! 			
Happy New Year to you, too! What are your new
year’s resolutions this year?
Well, this year I have a couple of things that I want
to change about myself.
Really? Tell me one.
Well, I noticed that I am always late. In fact,
people make comments all the time about how I
am never on time. It’s probably one of my worst
habits.
Well, don’t be too hard on yourself. That could be
cultural. Most people here are late.
Yes, but it looks bad. What is something that you
want to change this year?
Well, I smoke and I really want to quit this
year. Smoking is a very expensive habit and my
girlfriend said that she won’t marry me until
I quit.
Yeah, that is bad for your health. I hope that you
are successful in quitting this year.
Me too. Cheers to our new goals!
Cheers!

Activity

7

Decide whether the following statements are true or false based
on the previous conversation.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

It is Thanksgiving Day.
There are more than two people talking.
They both have bad habits.
They both want to continue with their bad habits.
They are at a New Year’s party.
One person is trying to quit smoking.
One person is trying to exercise more.
Some habits can be cultural.
One man’s girlfriend will not marry a smoker.
People make resolutions for themselves 		
during Christmas.

Activity

8

Write a list of habits that you have. Be sure to include both
good and bad habits. Use complete sentences.

Activity

9

Write a narrative paragraph describing the habits that you use
to have in the past.
Glossary:
Resolution: something that you want to resolve.
Couple: a small number, normally indicating less than three.
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Habit: a learned behavior that has become completely involuntary.
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Enrich your vocabulary
During Christmas time you will hear the following
vocabulary words.
Christmas wreath 		
mistletoe			
holly 			
Christmas card		
Christmas tree		
Christmas carols 		
nativity scene 		
angel

Santa Clause
Christmas lights
Christmas presents
cookies
three wise men
candy canes
reindeer

Activity
Use the vocabulary words to fill in the blanks to the
following sentences.
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

The first week of December we always hang __ in
our front yard and in the trees.
At the Christmas party there was __ hanging from
the door. Respecting customs, I kissed my friend.
Yesterday I received a traditional __ from
my grandmother wishing me a very special
Christmas season.
The red __ berries were a natural decoration on old
fashioned Christmas trees.
Every Christmas my grandmother hangs a beautiful
__ decorated with green and red ribbon on the
front door.
The __ was decorated with colorful lights and
ornaments.
The __ had baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph, the three
wise men and camels.
Did you know that __ travels across the world
giving presents to all the children?
I love listening to the __. They get me into the
Christmas spirit.
The __ followed the star of Bethlehem to the birth
place of baby Jesus.

Activity

Glossary:
Wreath: a decorative arrangement of foliage or flowers on a circular base.
Mistletoe: a green shrub with thick leaves, small yellowish flowers, and waxy white
or red berries.
Carols: songs of joy.
Nativity scene: the stage for which Jesus was born.
Reindeer: large deer.
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11

Listen to the conversation and answer the questions 		
below using complete sentences.

Hands on! 3 C
Now write down a few questions about how your
friend/family member’s life has changed now that he/
she lives in a different culture. Ask him/her what new
traditions are practiced where they live. Ask them
what Salvadoran traditions they miss. Tell them which
holiday you enjoyed the most this year and why. Tell
them about any habits of yours that may have changed
over the year. Ask them about their habits.

10

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Does Leah celebrate Christmas? Why or why not?
Does Daniel make her feel uncomfortable for having
different beliefs and traditions?
Do you think that people who are different than you
are should be treated badly?
What tradition or custom do you have that is
different than people in China?
Explain how you would have reacted if Leah had
told you that she does not celebrate Christmas.

Season: a period marked by special activity.
Ornaments: are accessories that give grace and beauty.
Star of Bethlehem: a star, which according to Christian tradition, guided the Magi
to the infant Jesus in Bethlehem.
Legend: a story from the past.
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Language in use
Used to / use to / would
4.

Also, when asking questions about states in the past,
you cannot use “would”.

Example:

What sort of things did you use to like when you
were young?

“Would” is followed by the base form of the verb and
expresses actions and routines in the past.
Time with my childhood friends was the best because…
we would play soccer everyday in the afternoon.
we would go to the river.
we would play hide and seek.

Activity
“Used to” and “would” both are used to express repeated
actions and events in the past.

Examples:

When I was young, I used to smoke cigarettes.
When I was young, I would smoke cigarettes. Of
course I no longer smoke cigarettes!

However, there are times when you can only use “used
to” and not “would”.
1.

“Used to” can also imply that something is not done
as often as before.

Example:

We used to get tons of presents at Christmas time.

2.

Identify whether the following statements are correct or
incorrect.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

When I was a child, I used to play soccer every day.
My mother would live in Canada when she was
younger.
My friends and I would go out dancing every
weekend in the summer.
My grandfather says that winters would be colder
when he was a kid.
When my father was young, he used to have
long hair!
I would spend the money that my mother gave me
on bus fare.

If you want to talk about repeated habits in the past,
you must use “used to”, you cannot use “would”.

Examples:

I used to live with my family.
I used to be a secretary.
I used to live in England.

3.

12

The question form is “use to”.

Don’t forget!
You should use “use to” instead of “used to” in sentences
that include “did” or “didn’t”.

Example:
Did you use to celebrate Independence Day in 		
El Salvador?
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Activity

14

Answer the following questions in complete sentences, and then
add three more questions to the list.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

13

What’s your favorite childhood memory?
What sport or games did you play when you
were younger?
Where did you use to spend your vacations?
Did you ever have a part-time job?
Who taught you how to ride a bicycle?
How did you learn to drive a car?
What was did you like most about school?

Activity

Think about the things that you used to do as a child. Complete
the following statements with your own information.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

In elementary school, I used to __.
I used to be __, but I’m not anymore.
When I was a kid, I would play __.
After school, my best friends and I would __.
My favorite food used to be __.
I used to get up at __ in the morning.
I used to go to sleep at __ at night.
My mom used to __ me when I was bad.
My dad used to take __ to play.
I used to make __ grades in school.

Lesson core
In this lesson you have studied the differences between traditions, customs and habits. You
can now recognize vocabulary words related to customs and traditions and describe your
own customs and traditions to someone else. You have successfully learned the difference
between “used to” and “would” and can talk about habits in your past. You have also learned
to show appreciation and tolerance for cultural diversity.
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Self evaluation
Choose the letter or letters that best answer each question or statement.

1

Independence day is the day that __.
a) people hang fruit and flowers on a cross
in front of their houses
b) people visit the tombs of their loved ones
c) is linked to the freedom from Spain 		
in 1821
d) is celebrated with live music in San Miguel

3

Which of the following words does
not fit?
a) Christmas tree
b) family
c) presents
d) phone

2

Which of the following is not a habit?
a) being punctual
b) brushing your teeth
c) getting the flu
d) eating healthy

4

The Day of the Cross is celebrated by
using __ and __?
a) fruit
b) flowers
c) food
d) fireworks

Answers:

1. c			

2. c

		

3. d

		

4. a, b

WEDDING TRADITIONS
Couples these days tend to look for new ideas for
their weddings, something to make them stand
out. A good way to do that is to incorporate
traditions and customs from other countries. For
example, marriage in Holland and Switzerland
is celebrated by planting a pine tree outside of
the house where the newlyweds plan to live. The
pine tree is a sign of luck and fertility in these
countries and is considered to be a proper
marriage.
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What’s the cheapest way to send it?
Getting started!

Where does a stamp go on an envelope?

Do you know the hours of the local post office?
Do you know where envelopes are sold?

Achievement indicators

I can write different types of mail with grammatical accuracy.
I can perform written tasks with neatness and clarity.

I can successfully recognize polite requests in oral conversations.

Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following conversation. Look up
any new words in a dictionary.
A:
B:

A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:

Have you heard from your boyfriend yet, Erika?
Yeah, I have. He sent me a letter. He said that
there isn’t any internet where he is staying. So, I’m
in trouble. I don’t know how to get back in touch
with him. I’ve never used the postal service before.
So how did you guys keep in touch the last time he
went overseas?
Well, the last time we were lucky because there
was internet service in his area.
Oh, I see. Don’t you have a phone number where
you can reach him at least?
I wish. He says that there is no electricity at all.
Wow, that’s terrible. Zero communication. Wait,
I might be able to help you. My friend Carlos’
mother-in-law works at the post office.
Can you find out what the first step is that I need
to take to send my boyfriend a letter? I will be
very grateful for the help, Iris.
Sure, that’s what friends are for, isn’t it?
You are great. Thank you so much.

Glossary:
Trouble: to feel agitated mentally or spiritually.
In touch: to be in communication with someone.
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Activity

1

Answer the following questions about the previous
conversation.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What are Iris and Erika talking about?
Whose boyfriend is overseas?
What kind of communication did her boyfriend use
before to get in touch with her?
Who does Carlos’ mother-in-law work for?
Where do you think that Erika’s boyfriend is at?

Activity

2

If Erika were asking for your help to send her boyfriend a
letter, what advice would you give her? Write down the steps
that are needed to send a letter.
Overseas: to be beyond or across the sea.
Lucky: to have a force that brings good fortune.
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Enrich your vocabulary
Read the following expressions used to make
polite requests.
An appropriate expression is chosen depending on how
important the request is that you’re asking.
Could you please…?
I am wondering if you could...?
Would you mind…?
Is there any way that you could…?
Could it be possible…?
Can you…?
Is there any possibility that I could…?
Can I…?

Activity

3

Look at the following list of needs and write polite requests
for them.
I need a pen.
I don’t know how to write a letter.
3. I don’t know how to send a card.
4. I don’t know where the post office is.
5. How much does it cost?
1.
2.

Activity

4

Imagine a friend of yours is going to go to the States and you
have the following needs. Rewrite each sentence below into a
polite request to your friend.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

You need to send some souvenirs to your family.
You need to send some pictures to your family.
You need to send some chocolate to your family.
You want to buy a digital camera for yourself.
You want to have a Yankees baseball cap.

Activity

5

Answer the questions below by choosing which answer is
most appropriate.
1.

Don’t forget!

(Could/ Can) you pass me a pen? (meeting of

professionals)

(Could/ Can) you open the door? (your mom)
3. (Could/ Can) you help me with my letter? (your

2.

brother/sister)

“Can” is the informal way of asking for permission or
to make a request and is usually used between friends
and family. “Could” is more formal and is used to ask
somebody to do something. These are both polite
ways of telling someone to do something.

4.
5.
6.

(Could/ Can) you answer a question for me?

(teacher)

(Could/ Can) you tell me where the post office is?

(stranger)

(Could/ Can) you show me where the stamps are?

(post office worker)

(Could/ Can) you tell me your address? (boyfriend)
8. (Could/ Can) you tell me where the bathroom is?

7.

(waiter)
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Time to read
Read the following personal letter below. Look up any
new words in a dictionary.
Delicious South Ave. # 56
Alta Vista, San Martin
El Salvador, C.A.

6

Activity
Answer the following questions about the letter.
1.

January 5, 2009

Dear Neris,
Happy New Year! I hope that you had a
great year last year and that you will continue to
enjoy lots of health, luck and happiness in this new
year as well. Tell me, what were your New Year’s
resolutions this year?
I have recently heard that you are going to
get married! Is that true? Please tell me all about
him. How did you meet? How did he propose to
you? I can’t wait to hear the details!
I have been quite busy these days working
as a translator for a law firm. They keep me very
busy throughout the week, and on the weekends I
am usually relaxing at home or taking the kids out
to the movies. We try to do lots of family activities
together. Mark is still a wonderful dad and
husband. In terms of love and respect, we are rich!
I’m still kicking butt at tennis! I am
competing several times a year now with other
women my age, and I have won many awards! It’s
so much fun to be active, playful and healthy at the
ripe old age of 45.
Well, I have to go now. The kids are about
to get home from school, and I need to start cooking
dinner. That is one of my resolutions, to cook more
nutritious food at home. Maybe one day soon you
will be able to have dinner with us.
Well, keep me posted when you can. I always
enjoy hearing from you and knowing how things are
going in your life. Send me a picture of your fiancé!
I can’t wait to meet him.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Who’s getting married?
What kind of job does Vilma have?
What does she want to know about Neris’ fiancé?
What does Vilma play?
What is Vilma’s New Year’s resolution?

What for?
It is important to realize that when you are
asking a favor from someone you do not know,
it is considered rude to ask a direct question. For
example, “Hey, where is the bus stop?” The way
that you ask the question can make you sound
very demanding. It is always better to use polite
requests as often as possible just to be sure that you
are not offending anyone to get the information
that you need.

Your friend,
Vilma

Hands on! 3D
In the last stage of your project, you will write a letter much like the letter above. Use the
letter on this page as an example. Be sure to include the information you have written
about in previous Hands on! sections in this unit.
Glossary:
Propose: to make an offer of marriage.
Law firm: an agency of established law.
Polite: to show courtesy and consideration.
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Request: the act of asking for something.
Favor: an act of such kindness.
Fiancé: a man to whom a woman is engaged to be married.
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Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following conversation carefully,
and then repeat it out loud. Look up any new words in
a dictionary.
Could you help me send this letter?
Sure, but it needs to be in an envelope.
Yes ma’m. Here it is. Could you please show me
how to address it?
Okay, you need to write the address of the person
that you are sending it to in the middle of the
envelope, and then write your return address in
the upper left hand corner.
Thank you so much ma’m. Here you go. Would
you mind telling me the cost?
Sure, the postage fee will be 65 cents. Which of
these stamps do you like the most?
I like the motorcycle ones the best. Where do I
stick them?
They always go on the top right hand side of the
envelope. Okay, so it’s ready now. I will mail it out
in the afternoon, and it should arrive in Boston in
three business days.
Thank you so much for your help!
My pleasure.

A:
B:
A:
B:

A:
B:
A:
B:

A:
B:

7

Activity

8

Put the following steps to send a letter in the correct order.
__ Write your address and the receiver’s address
on the envelope.
__ Pay the correct amount of postage stamps.
__ Place stamps on the upper right hand corner.
__ Write a letter.
__ Drop the mail in the delivery box for out-		
going mail.
__ Go to the post office.
__ Buy an envelope.

Activity

Decide whether the following statements are true or false based
on the previous conversation.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Manuel did not have an envelope.
Manuel was sending some postcards.
Manuel didn’t know how to send a letter.
The return address of the sender needs to go in the
upper left hand corner.
The postage fee is 65 cents plus the cost of 		
the stamps.
The stamps always go right above the receiver’s address.
The letter is being sent to Boston.
The letter was arrived the next day.

Activity

9

Make a list of the polite requests that were used in the conversation.

Glossary
Mailman: another way to say postal worker.
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UNIT 3
Enrich your vocabulary
Read the vocabulary that is commonly used at the post
office. Do you know what each of these words means?

Label the following envelope. Choose the best option for each
number: stamp/ receiver’s address/ return address.

mail
stamp
P.O. Box
junk mail
address
postal clerk
mailbox
postal worker
post office
mail truck
postcard
uniform

10

11

Activity

1.
2.

3.

Activity

Find the different items in the picture shown above.
1. postcard		

5. postal clerk

2. stamp

6. P.O. Box

		
3. address 		
4. postal worker		

VERSIÓN PRELIMINAR

7. mail
8. post office
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Language in use
Direct and indirect objects
A direct object is used in place of a person or thing that
receives the action of the verb. The direct object can be
found by asking the questions:
Who receives the action of the verb? OR
What receives the action of the verb?

Example: John sees Janet.

Question: Who receives the action of “sees”?
Answer: Janet was seen. Therefore, Janet is the direct object.

Activity

12

Complete the following sentences by adding an indirect object.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Carlos didn’t give the money __.
Mary shipped a package __.
Fans sent all kinds of letters __.
Shirley gave a lot of money __.
The post office clerk gave instructions __.

A list of direct objects are: me, you, him/her/it, 		
us, them.
An indirect object is the person who indirectly receives the
action. The indirect object can be found with the question:
To whom was the action of the verb indirectly made?

Example: John gave the book to Jane.

Question: To whom was the action of the verb “gave”
indirectly made?
Answer: Jane indirectly received the action of the “book”
being “given”. Therefore, “Jane” is the indirect object.

The indirect object pronoun can replace the indirect object.

Activity

13

Read the sentences below and change the direct object into a
direct object pronoun.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Ana checks the mailbox.
Dan writes to Judy.
Alex bought the stamp.
Santos calls the Lopez family.
Esperanza invites her friends to her party.

Example: John gave the book to her. “Her” is the
indirect object pronoun.
A list of indirect object pronouns are: to me, to you, to
him/her/you, to us, to them.
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14

Activity

Activity

16

Read the sentences below and change the indirect object into a
indirect object pronoun.

Answer the following questions in complete sentences with
your own information.

Marta gave the envelope to the mail clerk.
2. Paola wrote a letter to Jane.
3. Delmy sent a postcard to her dad from Australia.
4. Kristina called the house looking for her passport.

1.

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

What’s your first name?
What is your last name?
What is your address?
What is your telephone number?
What country do you live in?

Lesson core
In this lesson you have reviewed how to write a
letter and to correctly fill out an envelope. You
have learned how to use direct and indirect
pronouns. And you have learned how to politely
request in formal and informal situations. You
can now listen to a conversation and identify
when someone is using a polite request.

15

Activity

Listen to the following conversation, and then fill out
the information card.
Guest Pass
1. Last name:
2. First name:
3. Date of birth:
4. Address:
5. Phone number:

VERSIÓN PRELIMINAR
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Self evaluation
Which of the following requests are not
considered to be polite?
a) Give me that.
b) Pass the salt.
c) Excuse me, can you tell me the time?
d) Could you show me where the post
office is?

2

Which of the following requests is
considered polite?
a) What time is it?
b) Do you have a dime?
c) Could you open the door for me?
d) Hand that to the waiter.

3

Which of the following greetings is formal?
a) Hi Neris,
b) What’s up Neris,
c) Dear Neris,
d) Neris,

4

Which of the following is not a step to
mail a letter?
a) pay for postage
b) buy an envelope
c) write a letter
d) call home

1. a, b			

1

Answers:

Choose the letter or letters that best answer each question.

2. c			

3. c 			

4. d

POST OFFICE, A THING TO REMEMBER?
Nowadays, people are no longer as interested
in using the services of the post office. The
post office is only used to send hard copies of
important information or products that have been
purchased. The large majority of the population
uses electronic mail. The internet provides a
quick and efficient way to correspond with other
people near and far. You are also able to send
personalized birthday cards, anniversary cards,
valentines, etc. through the virtual reality of the
internet. It appears that hand written cards are
quickly becoming a thing of the distant past.
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Lesson 5

Unit Three

Could I call you back?

Getting started!

Did you know that you should be more formal

when calling a business and informal with friends
and family?
Can you use expressions on the phone in English?

Achievement indicators
I can identify and explain the gist of a telephone conversation with
conciseness.

I can carry on a telephone conversation with confidence 		
and politeness.

Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following conversation between
Alex and Sandra.
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:

Hello? This is Sandra speaking.
Hi, Sandra! This is Alex. How are you? Am I
catching you at a busy time?
No, not at all. Hi, Alex. What’s going on?
Not much. I just want to know what the logistics
are for Friday night. Where are we going to meet?
Everybody’s coming from different places.
Well, why don’t we meet in my house? We can
hang out for a while and check out some of our old
high school pictures.
Yeah! I’d love to see some of those old pictures!
We have all changed so much. Anyway, meeting
at your house sounds good to me.
Yeah! Let’s meet here.
But listen, before we make any decisions, I think
we should talk with the rest of the group to make
sure that everybody agrees.
Okay, sounds good. I will talk to some of them
and give you a call back later.
Perfect, talk to you soon! Take care.
You too. Bye.

Glossary:
Am I catching you at a bad time?: an expression that means, “Is this a bad time for
you to talk right now”.

VERSIÓN PRELIMINAR

Activity

1

Answer the following questions regarding the previous
conversation. Write in complete sentences.
What is the main idea of the conversation?
Why is it complicated to find a meeting point?
Where does Sandra suggest to meet?
Why does she think that the rest of the group will be
interested in meeting there?
5. What are they going to do before they make a decision?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Logistics: the handling of the details of an operation.
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UNIT 3
Enrich your vocabulary
Read the following expressions used when making a phone call.
At the office
Could I speak to Mr. Lopez?
I’m sorry, but he’s not here at the moment.
Just a moment, please.
Who’s calling, please?
Do you know what time he/she will be back?
I’m not sure.
He/she should be back soon.
He/she won’t be back till this evening.
Can I take a message?
Yes, please.
Could you please ask him/her to call me?
Could you please tell him/her that I’ll call back later?

2

Activity

No, you have called the wrong
number.
I’m sorry. I have misdialed.

Conversation 1

Complete the following short conversations using the
appropriate expression found in the box below.
I’m sorry for calling late.
He won’t be back until
this evening.
Can I take a message?

At someone’s home
Is this Mrs. Lopez’s residence?
Yes, it is.
This is Raul. Is Daniel there?
I’m sorry for calling so late.
Can I leave a message?
I’ll call back later.
How to deal with a wrong number

Who’s calling please?
Could you please ask
him to call me?
I’ll call back later.

Hello? Lopez residence.
Hi, is Martin Lopez there?
__
This is Victor, the mechanic.
__
Yes, please tell him that his car is ready to be
picked up.
A: Okay, thank you for calling.
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:

Conversation 2
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:

Thank you for calling Belk Law Firm. This is
Rebecca, how may I help you?
Hi, this is Rosa Julia calling for Mr. Belk. Is he
available?
__
What time do you expect him this evening?
Around 7 p.m.
__
Sure, I will let him know.

Conversation 3
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:

Glossary:
Misdialed: to wrongly dial.
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Hello?
Hey man, were you sleeping?
Yeah.
__
No problem, what’s up?
No don’t worry. __
Okay, talk to you later.

Available: to be present.
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UNIT 3
Time to read
Read the following passage below about how to leave a
message. Look up any new words in a dictionary.
The man and wife walked into their house after an
evening out with friends for dinner at a local restaurant.
“Honey, can you unlock the door for me, I can’t find my
keys,” said the wife. “Sure thing sweetheart,” the husband
said and kissed her cheek. The husband opened the door
and the two of them began to walk into the house. The
woman went directly to the answering machine to see if
anyone had called since they had left earlier that evening.
“The light on the machine is blinking, it looks like we
have a message,” the wife called out to her husband.
“Okay, go ahead and push play,” the husband replied. The
wife reached over and pressed down on the play button
and a voice began to talk.
“Hey guys, this is Mary. It’s 7:00 p.m., and I just wanted
to let you know that after you left the restaurant I found
a pair of keys on the table. I imagine that they belong to
you. Give me a call back tomorrow so that we can meet,
and I will give them back to you. My number is 22312459. Okay, have a good night!”
“Oh,” said the wife, “So that is why I couldn’t find my
keys! I am glad that she called!”

Activity

3

Put the following steps needed to leave a complete message in
the correct order.
__ Make a request.
__ Finish.
__ Give your reason for calling.
__ State the time of day.
__ Give a brief introduction.
__ Leave your telephone number.

Activity

4

Decide whether the following statements are true or false
according to the previous passage.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The man and wife just got back from the movies.
The man lost his keys.
The man unlocked the door.
There were no messages on the answering machine.
Janet called about the keys.
Mary called to tell them what a wonderful time
she had.
Mary left her phone number.
Mary did not tell why she was calling.

What for?
Sometimes there may not be anyone to answer the
telephone and you will need to leave a message. As
you can see, leaving a message is pretty simple. You
only need to make sure that you have stated all the
most important information: your name, the time,
the reason for calling, your telephone number.

Glossary:
Unlock: to open.
Sweetheart: one who is loved.
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Answering machine: a machine that receives telephone calls by playing a recorded
message and records messages from callers.
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Conversation and more
Listen to and read the following conversation carefully, and then repeat it out loud. Look up any new words in a dictionary.
A: Hello.
B: Hi, it’s me.
A: Who?
B: Don’t tell me that you’ve forgotten about me.
A: No, no of course not.
B: I just want to know how you are doing.
A: I’m doing okay. What about you?
B: Well, to be honest, I’ve had a few problems lately.
A: Oh really? What’s going on?
B: Well, ever since my wife left me things have
been difficult.
A: Yeah, I bet. Hey, who did you say this was again?
B: Charlie.
A: I don’t know a Charlie. I think you have the wrong
phone number.
B: Oh, I’m sorry, I must have dialed the wrong
number. Thanks anyway.
A: Sure, no problem.

5

Activity
6.

Woman: Hello. Who’s __ please?
A. calling
					
B. talking
					
C. acting
					

Charlie: Well, it all started when my wife __ out on me.
A. strolled
					
B. rushed
					
C. walked
				

7.

Charlie: Yes, hello. It’s Charlie here. I wanted to
__ how you are.
A. discover
					
B. detect
					
C. know
				

Woman: Sorry to hear that. That must have been a
hard __ .
A. hit
					
B. strike
					
C. blow
				

8.

Charlie: Of course that was some time ago and I’ve
gotten __ to it now.
A. used
					
B. bound
					
C. held
				

9.

Woman: By the way, I don’t know anybody __
Charlie.
A. entitled
					
B. named
					
C. headed
				

10.

Charlie: Sorry about that. I must have __ the wrong
number. Have a nice day.
A. selected
					
B. directed
					
C. dialed
				

Choose the letter that best answers each question or statement.
1.

2.

3.

Woman: Me? Oh, I’m doing __ , thank you. And you?
					
					
				

A. perfect
B. okay
C. healthy
4.

Charlie: Well, to be __ I’ve had a few problems
recently.
A. open
					
B. overt
					
C. honest
				

5.

Woman: Sorry to hear that. What __ of problems?
A. species
					
B. kind
					
C. example
				

Glossary:
Discover: to obtain sight or knowledge of for the first time.
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Overt: to be open to view.
Blow: to overwhelm one with wonder or bafflement.
Nominated: to appoint to an office or place.
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UNIT 3
Enrich your vocabulary
Read the following common expressions used in
telephone conversations.
I would like to make a collect call.
This is an answering machine. Please leave a message
after the beep.
I’ll call back later.
The line is dead.
Can I take a message?
I was cut off.
Please dial the extension number.
Hold on the line, please.
We have a bad connection.
Can you connect me to…?
Can you transfer me?
May I speak to your supervisor?
Hang on.
Are you guys open 24/7?

6

Activity

Choose the letter that best answers each question or statement.
1.

Activity

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Hey, what happened to the call? One minute we
were talking and then __.
A:Hi, is the doctor available?
B:Yes, but she is on another call, __. Okay, I will thanks.
A: Ring, ring, ring, ring. __.
B: Hi, this is Claudia. Give me a call when you get home.
Hi, I was just told that I needed to speak to a
different department. __?
I have tried to call you today but there was no dial
tone, it seems as though __.
Good afternoon, __ Mr. Rodriquez? This is his
wife. He is expecting my call.
A:Hello, this is the operator speaking.
B:Yes, __. I have no money to pay for this call.
Hey,__. I have someone knocking on my front door.
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May I ask who is calling?
Ms. Smith, please.
B. I’ll call tomorrow.
C. This is Bob Hall.
A.

Complete the following statements with the vocabulary
phrases previously introduced.
1.

7

2.

I am sorry but she is out to lunch right now.

A. Okay. I’ll call her right now.
B. I’ll call her after lunch.
C. Okay. Lunch time is fine.
3.

4.

Could I have your telephone number please?
A. Yes. It’s 532-9843.
B. My name’s Greg Rodgers.
C. My zip code is 09783.
Would you like to leave a message?

A. No. I’ll call back later.
B. Yes. Go ahead.

C. Yes. Please give me the message.
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Language in use
The present perfect with “for” and “since”
We often use “for” and “since” when talking in the present
perfect tense.
The present perfect tense is formed by: have or has + past
participle of the verb

Examples:

My father has worked really hard today.
I have worked in that factory for three years.

Use of “for” and “since”

Activity

Decide if you can use “ for”, “since” or both with these time
expressions. Then write them in complete sentences. Look at
the following example.

Example:
Answer:
1.
2.
3.

“for” + period

A period is a duration of time, for example: 5 minutes,
2 weeks, 6 years. “For” means from the beginning of the
period until the end of the period. “For” can be used with
all tenses.

4.

“since” + point

8.

A point is a precise moment in time, for example: 9
o’clock, January 1st, Monday. “Since” means from a
point in the past until now. “Since” is normally used with
perfect tenses.
“for” a period of time

“since” a period of time

all tenses

present perfect tense

for 20 minutes

since 9 a.m.

for three days
for 6 months

since Monday
since January

for 4 years

since 1997

for 2 centuries

since 1500

for a long time

since I left school

for ever

since the beginning of time

8

9

5.
6.
7.

five years
for - I have been a teacher for five years.

last weekend				
Christmas Eve				
I finished school				
my birthday			
ten centuries				
I was a boy				
the last month				
the accident				

Don’t forget!
The present perfect or present perfect continuous is needed
when you use “for” and “since” when talking about time.

Activity

Fill in the blanks with either “ for” or “since”.
My grandparents have walked __ 5 a.m.
2. How long has it been __ you wrote to your mom?
3. We have waited __ a long time.
4. That lady has waited for the bus __ 8 this morning.
1.
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I have studied for this test __ three days straight.
6. My family has lived here __ last March.
7. She has worked there __ she finished college.
8. I have called you __ three hours.
5.
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10

Activity

Choose the letter that best answers each statement.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

I’ve had my computer __ more than five years.
A. for
B. since			
She has spoken three languages __she was a child.
A. for
B. since
It’s ok. I’ve only waited __ a few minutes.
A. for
B. since
I haven’t played tennis __ I came to Germany.
A. for
B. since
Our family has lived in this house __ just after the
war.
A. for
B. since
Why are you so late? I’ve been standing here
__ 7:30 p.m.
A. for
B. since
I’ve looked for my keys __ the last 25 minutes. Can
you help me?
A. for
B. since
A:Where’s Matilda?
B:Didn’t you know? She’s been in the hospital __
yesterday.
A. for
B. since

Activity

11

Write complete sentences using the following clues.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Mario studies English / two years
Jose and Carlos work in a factory / they started
working in 2003
Julia has an old car / she had it for 10 years
Pedro doesn’t see his parents / doesn’t see them in
5 years
Rosa is a Christian / she became a Christian when
she was 7
I practice Tae Kwan Do / I started practicing when I
was a kid
My mom doesn’t have a vacation / in 3 years
My teacher lives in my community / 15 years
Carlos dates Jasmin / 3 years
Elizabeth is a waitress / 2000

Lesson core
In this lesson you have learned vocabulary and expressions needed to
make formal and informal phone calls. You have also been able to listen
to telephone conversations and understand the main idea of what is being
discussed. You have been given some experience on the appropriate way to
leave a message on an answering machine. And you have learned how to
use “for” and “since” when talking about time.
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Self evaluation
Choose the letter that best answers each question or statement.

1

Which of the following is not appropriate
language used to call an office?
a) Just a moment, please.
b) Can I take a message?
c) Is Daniel there?
d) Could I speak with Mr. Lopez?

3

Which of the following is not a common
expression in a telephone conversation?
a) I’ll call back later.
b) Can you transfer me to…?
c) I am hungry.
d) Hang on.

2

Which of the following is not a step for
leaving a phone message?
a) introduction
b) pay with your credit card
c) leave phone number
d) reason for calling

4

We have been talking __ this morning!
My ear is on fire!
a) for 		
b) since
c) both A and B
d) neither A nor B

Answers:

1. c			

2. b

		

3. c

		

4. b

COMMUNICATION BY WHISTLING
Before the invention of the telephone, people
had to come up with other ways to communicate
with each other. A practiced form of
communication used by many indigenous people
around the world is the whistled languages.
The main advantage of whistling speech is
that it allows the speaker to cover much larger
distances, up to 5 km more than ordinary
speech, and this is assisted by the relief found in
areas where whistled languages are used. Now,
many areas that practice whistled languages are
working hard to preserve their ancient traditions
due to rapidly advancing telecommunications
systems in many areas.
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Answer Key
Lesson 2

Lesson 1
Activity 1:
		

Activity 2:
Activity 3:
Activity 4:
		

Activity 5:
Activity 6:
Activity 7:
Activity 8:
		
		
		

Activity 9:
		
		

Activity 10:
Activity 11:
		
		
		
		

Activity 12:
		
		
		
		
		

Activity 13:
		
		
		
		

Activity 14:
Activity 15:
		

Activity 16:
Activity 17:

1. Kevin 2. about ten years 3. Kevin’s 		
older cousin 4. no 5. yes
Answers may vary.
Answers may vary.
1. learned 2. had 3. helped 4. traveled 		
5. bought 6. opened 7. been 8. read
Answers may vary.
1. False 2. False 3. True 4. False 5. True
1. D 2. B 3. C 4. C 5. D
1. poor, family 2. ambition, strength 		
3. talent 4. accepted 5. award 			
6. professionally 7. football 8. Super Bowl
9. hardworking, talented 10. role model
determination, success, enjoy, strength, 		
role model, ambition, recognized, talent,
excel, valued
Answers may vary.
1. have not worked 2. have bought 		
3. have not made 4. have you been 5. has
written 6. has not seen 7. Have you been
8. has not started 9. Has he written 		
10. has not had
1. I have practiced martial arts for three 		
months. 2. My grades in English have 		
been pretty good. 3. I have been in San 		
Salvador with my family. 4. I have dated
Norma and Karla. 5. I have studied 		
geography. 6. I keep them in my office.
1. No, he stays busy all the time. 2. He is
searching for cheap plane tickets. 3. Kevin
4. He has paid off his debts, supported 		
his family and paid for his younger 		
brother to go to school. 5. yes
Answers may vary.
1. been, have 2. have, didn’t, went 3. tried,
haven’t 4. have, did, ate 5. eaten, have
Answers may vary.
Answers may vary.
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Activity 1:
		
		
		

Activity 2:
		
		
		
		

Activity 3:
		

Activity 4:
Activity 5:
Activity 6:
Activity 7:
		

Activity 8:
		

Activity 9:
Activity 10:
Activity 11:
		

Activity 12:
		

Activity 13:

1. all kinds of stuff, including a DVD 		
2. It’s about a family wedding. 3. yes 		
4. 4 years old 5. It was damaged in an 		
earthquake. 6. financially
Positive description words: fun, close, 		
generous, caring, patient, dependable, 		
relaxed, comfortable. Negative description
words: impatient, difficult, challenging, 		
annoying, distant, complain, stressful, rude.
1. H 2. D 3. E 4. B 5. F 6. A 7. J 8. C 9. I 		
10. G
Answers may vary.
1. B 2. D 3. D 4. D 5. A 6. B
Answers may vary.
1. False 2. True 3. False 4. False 5. False 		
6. False 7. True 8. True
Conversation 1: 2, 4, 5, 1, 3. 			
Conversation 2: 4, 1, 6, 2, 5, 3.
1. D 2. B 3. C 4. C 5. A
Answers may vary.
1. many 2. many 3. often 4. often 5. long
6. long 7. long
1. C 2. F 3. A 4. D 5. J 6. G 7. B 8. E 9. H 		
10. I
Answers may vary.

Lesson 3
Activity 1:
Activity 2:
Activity 3:
Activity 4:
		
		
		

Activity 5:
		
		

Answers may vary.
Answers may vary.
1. C 2. B 3. A 4. D 5. E
1. with colored chains of paper 2. coconut
cake 3. a small tree covered in berries 		
and holly 4. a handmade doll or games 		
drawn on cardboard 5. simple, fun, loving
1. decorate house with colored wrapping
paper 2. cut down a tree from the forest
3. make coconut cake 4. give Santa 		
the first piece of cake with a glass of milk
5. make special food
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Answer Key
Activity 6:
Activity 7:
		

Activity 8:
Activity 9:
Activity 10:
		
		
		
		

Activity 11:
		
		
		

Activity 12:
		

Activity 13:
Activity 14:

Answers may vary.
1. False 2. False 3. True 4. False 5. True 		
6. True 7. False 8. True 9. True 10. False
Answers may vary.
Answers may vary.
1. Christmas lights 2. mistletoe 		
3. Christmas card 4. holly 5. wreath 		
6. Christmas tree 7. nativity scene 		
8. Santa Claus 9. Christmas carols 		
10. wise men
1. No, she believes that no one really 		
knows when Jesus was born. 2. no 		
3. Answer may vary. 4. Answer may vary.
5. Answer may vary.
1. correct 2. incorrect 3. correct 		
4. incorrect 5. correct 6. correct
Answers may vary.
Answers may vary.

Lesson 4
Activity 1:
		
		
		

Activity 2:
Activity 3:
Activity 4:
Activity 5:
		

Activity 6:
		
		

Activity 7:
		

Activity 8:
Activity 9:
		
		

Activity 10:
Activity 11:
		

Activity 12:
Activity 13:
		
		

Activity 14:
		
		
		

Activity 15:
		

Activity 16:

Lesson 5
Activity 1:
		
		
		
		
		

Activity 2:
1.They are talking about if Erika has heard
from her boyfriend. 2. Erika’s 			
3. the internet 4. the post office 			
5. Answer may vary.
Answers may vary.
Answers may vary.
Answers may vary.
1. Could 2. Could 3. Can 4. Could 		
5. Could 6. Could 7. Can 8. Could
1. Neris 2. a translator 3. how they met, 		
how he proposed 4. tennis 5. to cook 		
healthy food
1. False 2. False 3. True 4. True 5. False 		
6. False 7. True 8. False
4, 6, 7, 1, 2, 3, 5
1. Could you help me send this letter? 		
2. Would you mind telling me the cost?
3. Thank you!
See the picture
1. return address 2. stamp 			
3. reciever’s address
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Answers may vary.
1. Ana checks it. 2. Dan writes to her. 		
3. Alex bought it. 4. Santos calls them. 		
5. Esperanza invites them to her party.
1. Marta gave the envelope to him. 2. Paola
wrote a letter to her. 3. Delmy sent a 		
postcard to him from Australia. 		
5. Kristina called the house looking for it.
1. Williams 2. Andy 3. Oct. 15th,1977 		
4. 55 Isabel Street 5. (305)555-1345
Answers may vary.

		
		
		
		
		

Activity 3:
Activity 4:
		

Activity 5:
		

Activity 6:
		
		
		
		
		

Activity 7:
Activity 8:
		

Activity 9:
		

Activity 10:

1. They are trying to make plans for 		
Friday night. 2. Everyone is coming 		
from different places. 3. She suggests her
house. 4. Everyone can look at old 		
pictures. 5. They want to see if everyone is
in agreement.
Conversation 1: Who’s calling please?, 		
Can I take a message? Conversation 2: 		
He won’t be back until this evening., 		
Could youask him to call me? 			
Conversation 3: I’m sorry for calling so 		
late., I’ll call back later.
4, 5, 3, 1, 6, 2
1. False 2. False 3. True 4. False 5. False 		
6. False 7. True 8. False
1. A 2. C 3. B 4. C 5. B 6. C 7. C 8. A 9. B
10. C
1. I was cut off. 2. hold on the line please
3. this is an answering machine please leave
a message after the beep 4 Can you transfer
me 5. the line is dead 6. can you connect 		
me to 7. I would like to make a collect call
8. I’ll call back later
1. C 2. B 3. A 4. A
1. since 2. since 3. for 4.since 5. for 6. since
7. since 8. for
1. since 2. since/for 3. since 4. since/for
5. for 6. since 7. since 8. since
1. A 2. B 3. A 4. B 5. B 6. B 7. A 8. B
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Answer Key
Activity11:
		
		
		
		
		
		

1. Mario has studied English for 2 years.
2. Jose and Carlos have worked in a 		
factory since 2003. 3. Julia has had her 		
car for ten years. 4. Pedro hasn’t seen 		
his parents in five years. 5. Rosa has been a
Christian since she was seven. 6. I have 		
practiced Tae Kwan Do since I was a kid.

		
		
		
		
		
		

7. My mom hasn’t had a vacation for 		
three years. 8.My teacher has lived in the
community for fifteen years. 9. Carlos 		
has dated Jasmin for three years. 		
10. Elizabeth has been a waitress 		
since 2000.

Hands on!
“Keeping in touch”
Purpose
In this project, you will be able to write a letter to a family member or friend that lives in a foreign country. You
will be able to use pre-writing strategies such as a list to decide what relevant information you would like to
share about yourself and what you would like to know about the person. The goal of this project is that you will
incorporate the objectives of this unit, learn to write a letter, and understand the importance of communication
with family members and friends.

Theory and practice
The different phases of the unit three project (from Hands on! 3A to Hands on! 3D) gave you ideas on what
to ask about your family member or friend. With the different project phases, you should have sufficient
information and questions to write a letter.

Development
You should have noticed that when answering different activity contents, you were obtaining the basic
concepts or aspects related to fulfill the project. Remember the activities that you were given that helped you
understand the importance of a close and united family. You were also given vocabulary words to help you
describe the relationships that you have with the members of your family. Included were activities to help
you express goals that you have that you can share and also questions about goals. In addition, you are able to
ask questions about your family member or friend’s new traditions and customs and find out which ones are
enjoyed the most.

Wrap up
You can include aspects such as questions about life, new traditions or customs and family. Also, you will
describe your life in the letter. You will understand the reasons why we need to have good communication
with our family members and friends. At the end you will have learned how to write a personal letter using the
information and questions that you had previously listed.
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Resources
For the use of a bilingual dictionary:
http://dictionary.reverso.net/english-spanish/

For look up personal biographical information on interesting people:
http://www.biography.com/

For more practice on yes/no questions with the present perfect:
http://odl.vwv.at/english/odlres/res8/Grammar/grammar.htm

For practicing on questions with how long/ how many times/ how often:
http://www.saberingles.com.ar/curso/lesson16/04b.html

For games and activities regarding family members:
http://www.manythings.org/vocabulary/lists/a/words.php?f=family_members

To study interesting dress customs of the ancient world:
http://www.bible-researcher.com/headcoverings3.html

For more interesting customs throughout the world:
http://www.essortment.com/all/culturesociety_rcjp.htm

To watch a video for tips on how to address a greeting card:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jEIy4ye3CU

To watch a video on proper telephone etiquette:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5RR7dlzkyL0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WphPO28me9E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCRyfpURiKQ

For more about the whistling languages:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silbo_Gomero_language

236 English - Tenth Grade

VERSIÓN PRELIMINAR

